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If you live in Pennsylvania and definewhich infringements against the separation
yourself as “atheist,” a “Freethinker,” or aof Church and State would go unnoticed,
“Secular Humanist,” then chances are thalipping under the radar if not for the
you've heard of the Freethought Society oefforts of the Society and its allies.
Greater Philadelphia (FSGP). TheHowever, FSGP is not simply an
organization, founded in 1993 by long-timeorganization for the irreligious. It is what
secular-feminist activist, Margaretits name suggests: an organization
Downey, is a Church/State watchdog grougedicated to the pursuit of Freethought,
which takes a hard line against prayer iducation and activism. But more broadly,
public schools, religious displays on publigt is part of an international movement
property, and other infringements againstoward the concept of “Freethought.” The
the right to enjoy a secular society. FSPG ifollowing definition of “freethinker,” an
a non-profit 501(c)(3) educationalidentifier used often in place of the
organization, and is affiliated with Atheist“atheist” label because of the negative (and
Alliance International and the Freedonsometimes exclusive) connotations
From Religion Foundation. ascribed to the term, is taken from the FAQ
In a culture characterized bysection of freethoughtpedia.com, the

reactionary religious fundamentalism,Freethought Movement's Wikipedia page:

FSGP serves a vital role to local Whatls A Freethinker?
communities in the Delaware Valley, in

On Tuesday, May 6, 2008neetCharles Eisenstein,
author of three books including his most recéitte
Ascent of Humanityan exploration of the history ang
possible future of civilization from the perspeetiof
the cultural concept of self. To learn more abohbée
Ascent of Humanity,visit Eisenstein’'s website,
www.ascentofhumanity.com See page 11 for morg
details.
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Aimee Kass, a long-time friend of Margaretlf you want to see for yourself who he is and what
Downey’s, wrote to recommend this radio talk showprinciples he values, his website is:
www.samgreenfield.net

Sam Greenfield has been on NYC talk radio fq
nearly a decade; first at WEVD, then WWRL an I
now at WVNJ. His show can be streamed ¢ :

computer or wi-fi radio. Letters to the Editor are typically 200
words or less. If you write more than 20Q
The website to stream the show is www.wvnj.co Words’ Send |t anyway to be Considered f)r
(click "LISTEN LIVE"), and the toll-free number to a guest column! Email submissions to
call in is (800) 962-1160. fsgp@freethought.org

rationalistic viewpoint the same mutually rational dialog with each
argument applies to non-belief in godsther. Freethinkers in conversation

or other supernatural phenomena.  with each other are a different matter.
Free-think-ern. A person who forms Attending a meeting of FSGP inAs was evident at the rather informal
opinions about religion on the basis ofKildare’s Irish Pub in West Chester,and intimate evening meeting over
reason, independently of tradition,pA is a bit surreal, something likePub food and beers at Kildare’s, while
authority, or established belief. stepping into 1860's Russia oratheists disagree with each other on
Freethinkers include atheists,entering into the lives of the Europearinany grandiose as well as fine and
agnostics and rationalists. radicals from Tom Stoppard’s “Coastsubtle points, when two or more

No one can be a freethinker whoof Utopia.” There was a definite atheists enter into a dialog, it is by
demands conformity to a bible, creedsense, based on the number ofature mutually rational. This does
or messiah. To the freethinker,mistaken orders taken by thenot mean, however, that the atheist
revelation and faith are invalid, and restaurant staff, that we were nobecomes some prototypical logic
orthodoxy is no guarantee of truth. ~ particularly welcome at the machine and abandons all emotion.

Note the emphasis onestablishment. The emotion is channeled into

“rationalism” and a “basis of reason.”  For the first-time attendee, there ig?@ssion. Freethinkers are passionate
The purpose of FSGP is to advocatsomething of a feeling of elation. It is,P€OPIe. To confuse matters even
rational thinking. Rational thought, orindeed, a relief to be able to hold gN°'e, anyone can make a rational
Freethought, is the opposite ofrational conversation with other@/9ument for the benefits of faith in a
thought derived from an emotional orhuman beings and not have to tread Berson’s life. It is quite another matter
intuitive (irrational) basis. In responsecareful intellectual path, for fear of the!© @rgue that religious faith is rational,
to criticism that atheism is a beliefoffense and the ensuing emotionaf’ inversely, that a lack of such faith
system like a religion, a Freethinkerreactions that characterize manyS NOt rational; indeed, that would be
would argue that a lack of belief inunfortunate interactions betweeni'ational. In parallel with science as a
something presupposes no doctrine dheists and non-theists. Even thdn€thodology, Freethought
dogma. It is difficult for many theists relatively educated theist can confus§MPhasizes the primacy of natural
to understand that non-belief is not acientific or humanistic passion with(@nd therefore rational) - as opposed
worldview or a belief in itself, and fundamentalism, and will confuse thet® Supernatural (irrational)—
that it does not require faith. Tocolloquial and technical definitions of €XPlanations.

paraphrase an example given irftheory.” They do this unknowingly, ~ These are big ideas with big
Freethoughtpedia.com, no onebecause they argue from an emotiondhilosophical implications. How is i,
actually considers oneself “anti-basis. Caught unprepared, thdhen, that the purpose of the meeting
toothfairyian.” In other words, would freethinker may very well make in question concerned a proposal for
anyone state that not believing in thecomparable mistakes in their ownsomething as esoteric as the Chester
tooth-fairy requires faith? The answerargument, because neither the theigeounty Courthouse Winter Holiday
is obviously “no,” and from a nor the freethinker engages in
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the grounds that the plaque (originallyClarence Thomas, was that the

donated to the courthouse by a churckstablishment Clause of the First
Display? group) was a symbol of local historyAmendment only applies to the

A litle background: the reader and does not represent a governmeitederal Government, not states or
may or may not remember the Firs€ndorsement of religion. Throughoutlocal governments.

Amendment cases tackled by thdliS period, Margaret Downey, as  This is where my night with
Supreme Court earlier this decadefresident of FSGP, was repeatedlySGP comes in. Of the fifteen people
What follows is a brief review of the duéstioned by reporters on heiin Kildare’s, not one of them could
events in conjunction with related®Pinions. In response to thesay that such a sentiment by one of
events that occurred in West Cheste@PPearance of the briefs on thehe highest judges in the country was
PA involving the Chester County WePsite, she stated, succinctly, thahot an anathema to their ears. In their
Commissioners, FSGP and thdhe county’s website was one-sided. indignation , FSGP took a new
ACLU. The Third Circuit Court of approach. For the Chester County
In the spring of 2002, a Chester”Ppeals eventually ruled that theCourthouse Winter Holiday Display,
County resident filed suit for the Plaque did not violate the FSGP would submit their own display
removal of a Ten Commandment<Establishment clause. The countyo rival those of church groups and
Plague on the County Courthouseddreed to remove the shroudother religioqs organizations. The
The judge had ruled in favor Of“gnceremon!ously,” as to promote aselected display, a “tree of
resident Sally Flynn, a self-describedind of consstency with the argumentknowledge,” was Fo showcase t_he
atheist, and the Freethought Societ;},hat the plaque did not represent ammportance of reading and education
which made the case that “the p|aqu@ndorsement of religion. in forming a rational basis for one’s

represented government endorsement The Chester County case nevePwn thoughts. However, certain
of religion.” When the court-ordered made it to the Supreme Court.details were not final, and there was
shrouding of the plaque was protestedhstead, the Supreme Court acceptegome debate as the efficacy of
by residents who expressed that th&vo other related cases in whatarticular components of the display
plaque was a “reminder” of the role ofChester County Commissionerduring the meeting itself.
religion—especially the Ten Andrew Dinniman described to When | was first invited to the
Commandments—in the developmenteporters as an attempt “to doWinter Display Committee Meeting,
of Constitutional law, there were noldistinguish] the real threat from theand forwarded a copy of the plans for
arrests, although police did drag awaynere shadows of a threat.” The firsthe display, | was confused. | wasn't
four protesters. case came from Kentucky, in whichsure, simply speaking, if the attempt
For the next several days, anothefwo counties had placed framed T_em{as a Iegitimatg holiday display, or
resident, Shirley Reese, Campecg:ommandments plagues insimply a slap in the fac_e _of the
beneath the shrouded plaque in gourthouses and schools. The otheChester County Commissioners.
homemade shrine of candles an§@Se came from Texas, where &ertain details outlined in the
religious symbols before voluntarily homeless man sued for removal of g@roposal were omitted in the email
vacating the premises. Approximately]arge monument. sent to me, and | half expected a

one month later, the covering for the =~ What was the decision of thecrude burlap tree with “Adam and
plague was stolen. It was recoverediighest court in the land? A shared=ve” carved in a crude heart on the
and replaced with a more permanen\{ictory, or in some minds, a Sharedﬁl’unk. Little did | reallze this was not
Covering. By February of 2003, foesdefeat. The Supreme Court ruled thathe intent. The tree itself WaS.tO be
of the courthouse’s Decalogue postedt Was constitutionally legal for the decorated by Xeroxed, laminated
five |ega| briefs on the county’s Ten Commandments P|aque to b&ook covers, |nclud|ng those of the
website arguing in defense ot Present on a monument on the Texa@'d, and New Testaments and the
shrouding the plaque. By doing this,Capitol grounds, yet illegal in Quran, placed strategically next to
they invited attacks on the grounds<entucky courtrooms and classroomsitles  such as Bertrand Russell's
that they were using a county websitddistoric context thus protects the'Why | am not a Christian” and lbn
for partisan purposes. The briefsChester County Courthouse Plaque ad/arraq's “Why I am not a Muslim;
among other statements, Comparegart of local hiStOfy. This balanceda pattern to be repeated SUthy' The
Sally Flynn, who originally brought decision was handed down by thdbooks themselves were to be drawn
up the lawsuit in October 2001, to thesame court that refused to tackle théargely from the Freethought
Taliban. This prompted the countryPhrase “Under God” in the Pledge ofcommunity. During the course of the

commissioners to appeal to the U.SAllegiance in 2003. The reasoning, to
Court of Appeals for Third Circuit on paraphrase Supreme Court Justice
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Talk, a Progressive/FreethoughtClause with respect to federal vs.

internet radio program, pointed outlocal and state government, what one
meeting, the decision was made tdhat this reflected a double-standardfinds is a frustrating disparity of
narrow the focus of the book titlesas the religious right attacksinterpretation. This means that secular
used for the display largely to thosesecularism over these so-calledactivists have their work cut out for
tittes which emphasize the centuries*molehills” as well. Mr. Rosch then them. Can they win a battle for the
old conflict between religious faith cited several examples, including thatearts and minds of the people?

and rational thought. It is not simply a“Bill O’'Reilly can tell Wal-Mart that Here is where the Freethought
three-dimensional list of books whichtheir greeters have to say ‘Merrymovement fractures. One answer to
most atheists are likely to have readChristmas’ but those atheists have téhe question is that, in essence, we
Harkening back to that distinctionpledge their allegiance to God, ormust. The other answer, represented
between the threat and the merghey will be criticized for being petty by Staks Rosch during our initial
shadow of it, the Tree of Knowledgeand/or unpatriotic.” encounter in Kildare’s, is that the

could be taken as a reconciliation of  Rosch’s second point: “I don't religious right has already won the
the arguments leveled againsthink the things that atheists areculture war, and that the front is now
Margaret Downey and FSGP duringfighting for are molehills.” When a purely political battle.

the Chester County Courthouseatheists express concern over the Last year, the American

Controversy. The Supreme Court Sephrase “Under God” in the Pledge ofsqciological Association conducted a
a precedent which granted protectiom|legiance, “In God We Trust” on telephone sampling of 2,000
to the plague in question on historicabur money, and religious displays omouseholds. According to the study’s
grounds. Think of the Tree as testingyublic property, it is not because theypress release:

the merit of that distinction. Should gre offended:; it is because these “Americans rate atheists below
the Freethought Society encountethings are unconstitutional. “There iSpyglims recent immigrants, gays and
undue difficulty in establishing a no law saying that people (can't) bejespians and other minority’groups in
secular, freethought-oriented presencgffensive,” Mr. Rosch wrote, and then‘sharing their vision of American

in the Winter Display, then they will went on to say that Christians aresociety.’ Atheists are also the
have hit upon the real threat and notysually the first to play the minority. group most Americans are

its mere shadow. ‘offended’ card.” least willing to allow their children to
The threat/shadow conundrum  Tying the issue back to the marry.”

relates directly to the less externalChester County Courthouse case, Mr. Penny Edgell, the study's lead
more internal challenges faced by th@osch stated: “The First Amendmentesearcher argue’s that the widespread
atheist community — specifically, restricts what the government can dogictrust of atheists by other
how to build a secular society. Shoulthot the people. So when stores M mericans represents a “symbolic
it be by the incessant exposition ofwest Chester posted copies of theoral boundary to membership in
religion’s fallacies, or by the Ten Commandments on their storeymerican society,” a role previously
continued education of the public byfronts to protest the initial decision togeq by Catholics. Jews. Communists
an intellectual minority? remove the plaques from the Courbg gavs. all of whom are comparably
Some see a conflict between thédouse, | had no problem with that. ¢ difficu’lt to identify publicly as

two methodologies. At the meeting, That was their right.” atheists.

one Freethinker expressed to me that |n other words, in the opinion of As a movement, Freethought then
she represents a more “militant’Freethinkers like Staks Roschiaces the same chéllenges as atheism
brand of atheism than generallyMargaret Downey, Bryan Sapient ofj, general. The first is the issue of
accepted by the Freethought Societithe Rational Response Squad angrganization. Second is that of public
By constantly exposing fallacies, bothothers, a storeowner posting theejations. In terms of organization
in the realm of religion itself and in Commandments in his/her giheist énd secularist groups whilé
the generally accepted interpretationgstablishment is abSOIUtelycertainly not disparate, suffer 1"rom a
of U.S. law, one runs the risk of beingconstitutional. However, posting theoiorious lack  of rﬁoney Their
accused, as has the Freethoughten Commandments in or on public, o |ative funding méy be
Society, of knocking over proverbial property, such as a county courfyg mountable compared to religious
molehills, or “knitpicking [sic] at house or another governmentygitytions, but the appearance of
seemingly meaningless  issues.” Imyilding, is unconstitutional. disorganization is disheartening. One
response to this charge, Staks Rosch, |n contrast to Clarence Thomas’ '
FSGP member and host of Dangerougiatement on the Establishment
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their non-belief? Perhaps atheistgor solidarity with each other.

should make themselves moreDiscipline within the ranks is
need only look at the out-of-datevisible, as the proponents ofrequired, as well as consensus. The
content on FSGP’s website to sedRichardDawkins.net suggest withdifficulty therein is that atheists, in
what this author means by “thetheir line of “OUT” products (which, general, may be opposed to such
appearance of disorganization.” Theren addition to raising visibility, brings organizational techniques because
are announcements for events listed significant cash flow to the they want their group to avoid being
on the site as “upcoming” which areinternational atheist community). compared to churches or other
in fact several months old. While However, it seems ironic at best,institutions of organized religion.
members like me are constantlygiven the left-leaning nature of the As a word of caution and
receiving updates from committee e-majority of vocal atheists, to rely onencouragement to the atheist
mails, the website remains largelymarketing atheism as a kind of brandcommunity and the freethought
unchanged and is rarely updated. Thisame. Although marketing brand-movement, the author chooses to end
is probably indirectly related to names appeals to a youngekith an oft-recycled quote from the
disproportionate financial resources generation of atheists, secularists, anfhte Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., a self-
It is, as so many things are, a matteother “freethinkers,” it may be professed lifelong skeptic of religion:
of motivation. Updating and changingpresumptuous to discard a marketing  «There is no reason why good
the layout of the website, in thetactic solely out of distaste for cannot triumph as often as evil. The
opinion of the author, would surely consumerism. Whatever the Caseyjumph of anything is a matter of
do much to attract youngeratheists, as organized as they may b%rganization. If there are such things
individuals. need to organize better. Atheism, if itas angels, | hope that they are
The other issue, that of publicis to overcome the obstaclesyyanized along the lines of the Mafia
relations, is more difficult to presented by modern society togjq) »
overcome. Do atheists simply waitrational thought and scientific Barry Greenstein is a Biological
until there are more of them out therd€asoning, must be represented &Rnthropology major at Temple
to make an impact on the AmericarSOmething more than a feWUniversity and Vice-President of the
public consciousness with regards tgnalcontent individuals reaching outg . .. Society of Temple University.

1
Hello members! | am pleased tocampaigns, etc. by Dave Martin last year and has
announce a few items of very The goal is to benefit each groupalready obtained 501(c)(3) status.
exciting news. and help the Freethought movementheir very first meeting was held on

First, a greater Philadelphia as a whole to grow and expand. WithSaturday April 5, of which President
Freethought/Humanist coalition is & united presence in Philadelphiaof HAGP, Joe Fox, and myself were
beginning! An anonymous donor and the surrounding areas, we will bePleased to be a part. See the DAH
wants to do anything possible toable to reach out to even more peopléad” on page eight for Dave's email
further the cause, and has initiatedvho are Freethinkers but simply if you would like to be involved in
the coming together of the leaders ofdon’t realize it, as well as those whothis new group.
these types of groups within thedo not know about the alternativesto | am thrilled about these
Delaware Valley/Greater organized theist religions. developments, and | hope that you
Philadelphia area. So far, this  All four groups will be having a share this sentiment. There are even
includes FSGP, PhACT combined panel/discussion eventmore updates to report, but not
(Philadelphia Association for Critical open to all members, tentatively enough space; stay tuned for another
Thinking), HAGP (Humanist scheduled for Saturday, May 24th at'note from the President” in the
Association of Greater Philadelphia)the Ethical Society building in May/June issue of the G.P.S.

anq the Et_hical Humanist Society of Philadelphia. Thank you for your support!
Philadelphia. The second exciting happening
While each group will remain a within the movement is the first Sincerely,

separate entity, we plan toFreethought organization in
collaborate on things such asDelaware: The Delaware Association _
advertising, events, special projectsfor Humanism (DAH) was founded Sally J. Cramer, President
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(See the Jan/Feb issue of the G.P.Sbound the nation to it "for all their arrest order for sedition. Part 2 The
for Part | of Citizen Paine.) posterity, forever." Paine answeredRights of Man(which covered his
The years immediately following the this with “Every age and generation ideas for an international association
American Revolution were relatively Must be as free to act for itself in allof nations to outlaw war) was
quiet ones for Thomas Paine. Retiring@ses, as the ages and generatiopublished in his absence.

to a farm given to him by the state ofvhich preceded it. The vanity and  |n contrast to the manner in
New York, he turned his mind Presumption of governing beyond theyhich he left England, Paine’s arrival
towards science and invention. Ingrave, is the most ridiculous andin France was greeted with the
1787, he returned to Europe tohsolent of all tyrannies.” Self- greatest enthusiasm. Despite his
promote his plans for an iron bridgedetermination is a natural right of allinability to speak French, he found
that required no piers for supportMen by virtue of being part of himself elected as a representative to
Almost at once though, he foundMankind. Natural rights, like the the National Assembly. But the
himself embroiled in the politics of aPility to do our own thinking and actsjtuation in France had altered
England and France*. for our own good, are coeval withgrastically since his last visit. King

The storming of the Bastille** in Mankind; that is to say that they have_ouis XVI had been caught trying to
1789 signaled the start of the Frenc/§XiSted as long as we have. Out oOfiee the country and was to be tried
Revolution, an event which elated bufN€S€ grow civil rights, the moralfor treason. The influence of
did not surprise him. Thomas Painec/@iMs that apply to men as membergnoderates like the Marquis de
had always considered the Americarf]c society. These are the safeguardgafayette was waning, and the mass
Revolution as the beginning of a0 Protecting individuals in the executions that later became known
change in civil society everywhere,PUrsuit of their natural rights withoutas The Terror had already begun.
instead of an end in itsefThat the 'niury to those rights in others. Three days after Paine’s arrival in
principles of America opened the Paine contrasted the BritishParis, the radical Jacobins in the
Bastille,” he wrote in a letter to government on these points with theassembly dissolved the monarchy and
George Washington‘is not to be French Assembly'®eclaration of the proclaimed France a republic. Paine
doubted.” Others, however, were Rights of Man(which Paine had a did not fully comprehend the forces
alarmed by the upset of what theyhand in preparing), and he made somehat had been let loose by the
regarded as the natural order of thingBOINts which sqund strikingly modernrevolution and his stand for
and the increasingly anarchictoday. “When in countries we call moderation and the rule of law
appearance of the political situation ircivilized, we see age going to theeventually brought the ire of the
France. One of these was Englishvorkhouse and youth to the gallowsyadicals down upon him. On
parliamentarian Edmund something must be wrong in theDecember 28, 1793, he was arrested
Burke. Burke had been regarded a8ystem of government...Why is it thaand thrown into prison.

friendly to the American cause duringScarcely any are executed but the  paine appealed to his rights as an
the war for independence, and Pain@00r?” Could anyone really expect American citizen but the American
regarded him as a personal friend aat an English government composegninister to France, one Gouverneur
well. But when Burke published anOf and representing only specialMorris, was a long-time political
attack on the French Revolution,interests, address the problems ofpe and he told the French that Paine
Paine responded with probably hiPoverty and lack of education in ahad no right to claim American
greatest exposition on political andmeaningfully egalitarian way? citizenship. Escaping death by
social philosophy —The Rights of Hardly, Paine answered, and offerequillotine and illness by a
Man.” his own plans for a more hairsbreadth, Paine remained in
The first part ofThe Rights of TEPresentative government, pensiongrison for nearly a year until
Man appeared in England in March of *". the aged, popular education an@ouverneur Morris was replaced as
1791. In it, Paine demolished most of €€f for the poor. He even proposedamerican Minister to France by
Burke's arguments in favor of a& Progressive income tax to raise theuture president James Monroe. The
constitutional monarchy. Some of unds for these programs. ailing Paine recuperated at Monroe’s
these arguments were strange indeed, At first the British government home in Paris and remained in France
such as Burke's insistence that thdried to ignoreThe Rights of Marbut until 1802, when President Thomas
settlement of English governmentits popularity and the storm it Jefferson invited him to return to

established in 1688 was immutablgdroused, forced them to act. Paine
because Parliament at that time hatgft for France one step ahead of an
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God intended men to ddWere a he says, it is the obligation of a just
man as impressed as fully and asociety to recognize and redress this

America. strongly as he ought to be with theinjustice. Paine’'s solution differs
Prior to his return to America, belief of a God, his moral life would greatly from that of most of the 49
Paine published two more importambe'regulated by the forces of thisc.erj'.[ury socialists. Since men, once
works. The Age of Reasoif1794, belief, hg would stand in awe of Godcivilized, cannot r_eturn to a n.atural
1796) was the culmination of gand of himself, and would not do thestate, he recognizes that trying to
lifetime’s study and reflection on thing that could not be concealedredistribute land would be futile. The
religion. The first part of itwas from either. To give this belief the fullsame forces of civilization that
smuggled out from under the noses ofPPOrtunity of force it is necessaryresulted in the original dispossession
his captors. He dedicated it to highat it act alone. This is Deism.” would still be there. How then, can

“fellow citizens of the United States ~ The Deism that Thomas Paingustice be served? By placing an
of America” and placed it under their was promoting was the outgrowth ofinheritance tax, Paine says, on all
protection; a protection he was als®® natural view of the world. Isaacpersonal and landed property. The
personally desperate for, but onlyNewton's work had shown thatmoney thus acquired would be used
tardily received. everything in the universe seemed toto create a national fund, out of
“The most formidable weapon OP€Y understandable physical laws swhich there shall be paid to every
against errors of every kind,Paine that God's constant intervention wasPerson, when arrived at the age of
wrote, “is reason” and it is as Unnecessary. God was still the creatdienty-one years, the sum of fifteen
applicable in judging religion as it is of everything and th.e final judge of pounds sterling, as a compensation in
in any other sphere. Revelation hedll men, but otherwise He sat backoart, for the loss of his or her natural
dismisses as impossible to prové’md let thg laws He Cre.a:ted run thénheritance by the mtroduc”tlon of the
because it is revelation only to theworld. This was a religious view system of landed property.
person who actually receives it. Toheretofore qonfined to a sma!l, _Thomas Pal_ne returned_ to the
someone that person is describing i?ducated ehpe. In Amenca, thls.Umted. States in 1302 .Wlth the
to, it is hearsay: and when somdncluded men like Benjamin Franklin, intention of entering into an
author describes what someone elsehomas Jefferson, Georgehonorable retirement. He was 65
has said about his or her revelation, iyvashington, James Madison, Johtyears old and had been absent for
has become even further remoVe(puincy Adams, Ethan Allen and, offifteen years. Many of his former
from the source; it is hearsay ofcourse, Thomas Paine. Wif[hout theirfriends _and gssoc_iates were dead.
hearsay. If this isn't a bad enoughlnfluence, and that of Deism uponOthers, including his patron Thomas
problem, then examination of biblicalthem’ the US Constitution, Jefferson, had succumbed to the kind
texts shows them to be as fabulous adadrticularly in its principles of of partisan politics that George
any mythology the Greeks created€ligious freedom and separation ofWashington had warned against when
and filled with contradictions as well. church and state, would not exist. he was president. Paine, who had

The established religions themselves, ~The other important work to always been a figure of controversy,
Paine describes as being actuallgome out of Paine's years in Francewas a convenient target for
injurious to morality. “All national Agrarian Reform (1797), sounds a Jefferson’s political opponents. The
institutions of churches, whetherstrangely socialist note but it owesunceasing attacks launched against
Jewish, Christian or Turkish, appearmore to natural philosophies like thathim ~were astonishing for their
to me no other than humanof Rousseau than to the mechanisti¥irulence even by the exuberant
inventions, set up to terrify and theories of its 19 century successors. Standards of the day. Political motives
enslave mankind, and monopolizé ...the earth in its natural, did not completely account for the
power and profit.” The relationship uncultivated state was, and everevel of venom directed against
between church and state, wherever Would have continued to be, theThomas Paine. The publicationTe
occurs, is an adulterous one with eacRommon property of the human raceAge of Reasgrwhich gave the world
supporting the other by prohibitingIn that state every man would haveanother name for that brief flowering
questions and change. been born to property.”But man, f)f mtellect_ual free-thOLight called
So what does reason suggest a2aine notes, is no longer in his naturalThe Enlightenment,”  closely
an alternative? According to ThomasState: He has become civilized and thgnatched in its end.  Defenses of
Paine, his own mind was his churcHi€velopment of civilization has, overDeism were no longer welcome in a
and being created with the ability toth€ centuries, allowed property tofeligiously ‘resurgent America. The
deduce morality through reason wa@ccumulate into the hands of the fevstill feisty Paine responded with

the best evidence that this was Whatlo the detriment of the rest. Therefore,
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letters to the newspapers, but I

voice was almost lost in the she
volume of the torrent directe

against him. Gradually, the voicgs
of libel and scorn won out and Paine
found himself shunned by almost
everyone. In 1809 Thomas Paine,

who had once described himself
“a citizen of the world,died almost
unnoticed by that world. Only si
mourners attended the funeral.

*Others eventually built
Paine’s iron bridge in Englang
Thomas Paine received neith
credit nor profit from it.

**The Bastille, a fortress an(
prison, was a hated symbol
tyranny.

Hugh Kramer is a member (
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AS
by Michael Judge

In the book “The Brothers Testament were written. The secular

Karamazov,” Fyodor Dostoevskyrationalist can explain suffering
. describes a scene in which directly using precise scientific
erTurkish soldier takes a nursingconcepts. Natural disasters like
infant from its mother, tosses it intotsunamis and earthquakes are by-
y the air and catches it on hisproducts of normal physical laws.
Hf bayonet. His delight comes not fromPhysical deformities and illnesses
the suffering death of the infant butare the result of biological
¢ from doing it before its mother’s evolutionary processes. Human

Atheists United. He is active in human

st eyes. While it's difficult to imagine beings’ cruelty toward fellow

causes in the Los Angeles area.

$$%&
$ F(
A member alerted us tg
this website:

www.freethinkermatch.com|

One year membershipg
start at $14. Posting a
personal ad and
replying to others’ ads
is free.

*This ad is for information

only and does not imply
endorsement.*

; + ;!

Introducing the Delaware
Association for Humanism
Next meeting is May 3rd.

For more info, email
DCM@skfdelaware.com

the suffering felt by this woman, humans can be explained using
it's essential to comprehend thecomplex cultural and psychological
reality of individual suffering if we theorizing. Unfortunately, reasoning
are to successfully address universaf this sort is unsatisfactory from a
suffering. In ‘God’s Problem,” Bart cultural aspect. All human societies
Ehrman must transform theare permeated by entrenched
common notion of suffering from anreligious beliefs; any dialogue on
abstract concept into the vivid andsuffering will inevitably become
much too common reality that it is.entangled with the tenets of those
He does this by using similarbeliefs. In our culture, those tenets
images to focus the reader’sare rooted primarily in the Christian
perspective into the reality ofBible. For the rationalist, the
individual suffering. While people concept of an omnipotent and
naturally strive to avoid personalbenevolent god that tolerates
suffering, they likewise tend toextreme suffering is evidence for
refrain from visualizing and the nonexistence of that god. In the
contemplating the details of other'scontext of suffering, however, this
miseries. point is only relevant in how it
People tend to be numbed andffects responses to that suffering.
not much affected by impersonall e purpose of “God’s Problem” is
numbers. We may hear that seveff analyze how the Christian Bible
thousand people a day die OﬂUS"[IerS God’s culpability in the
malaria, forty thousand a day die€Xistence of horrendous suffering.
from diseases related to a lack ofifow one views God's part in it
clean water, and six million Jewsinfluences the part that one plays.
were murdered by the Nazis; but Bart Ehrman is a Professor of
how much do we really focus on theReligious Studies at the University
fact that each one had a life thaof North Carolina and a leading
was filled with love, friendship, authority on the early Church and
family, hopes and dreams? the life of Jesus. Ehrman started life
The existence of extreme@S a hard-core and committed

suffering has perplexed theologians
since the first books of the Old
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severity and quantity of suffering.explanations. Biblical explanations
We have the freedom to initiatefor suffering are useless in the
evangelical Christian. He attendedsuffering, ignore it, or actively quest to alleviate suffering because
several Christian colleges andprevent it. While this reasoningthese explanations are without
earned a divinity degree and aseems plausible when weighednerit. Certainly the nursing baby
Ph.D. in New Testament studies. against atrocities such as Rwand&illed by the Turkish soldiers, and

In time, questions led to doubts,2nd the killing fields of Cambodia, most likely the mother, did nothing
and he eventually came to consideit doesn’t explain suffering fromwrong to deserve God’s
himself “An agnostic who viewed “acts of God” events like tsunamis,punishment. They were not having
the Bible as a book producedfamine and pestilence. their faith tested, and were not

entirely by human hands.” His “de- One of the more bizarregoing to be better persons
conversion” was significantly Biblical explanations is that, for afterwards.
influenced by his inability to some reason, God has allowed an Our concepts of the causes of
reconcile how both God andevil force or entity to exercise suffering greatly influence our
widespread, extreme long-termcomplete control of our world. All responses to it. Successes in
suffering could coexist. suffering, including death, is thealleviating suffering have come
The Bible was written by consequence of this condition.much more from enlightened ideals
different authors in different times Suffering will continue and, in fact, than religious dogma. Vaccinations
for different purposes. det much worse, untii God comeshave ameliorated and conquered
Consequently, it contains severafown in all his glory and conquersterrible diseases, secular
different explanations for suffering.the evil forces and establishes higovernments have created wealth
The simplest explanation is thatkingdom on earth. It would be hardand freedom for the masses, and
God is punishing humans for sin.to argue with this except that, inscience and technology have
This concept is first demonstratedact, the writers of the Bible all felt improved food production to the
in the Genesis account of Adam andhat this ‘judgment day’ would point that it has the potential to
Eve when they and all theirhappen not in the distant future butlleviate hunger. To be sure, much
descendents are punished for eating their own life span. Every more needs to done, but it is now
the forbidden fruit. The problem generation since has predicted thatollectively possible to greatly
with this explanation is that it this event would happen duringreduce massive human suffering.

doesn’t mesh with reality. In thetheir lifetime and all have been  while the primary subject of
real world, most victims of diseasewrong. This fact makes this theory“God’s Problem” is reason enough
war and starvation are not guilty ofvery unlikely. to read this book, Ehrman’s
sins worthy of such suffering. To fully expound on biblical analytical dissections of various
Conversely, there are manyreasons for suffering, Ehrmanbooks of the bible and the historical
examples of clearly evil peopleanalyzes several books of the biblecontext in which they were written
living happy, healthy lives. He does this to show that it isare delightful informational and
Another theory is that God inaccurate and misleading whenntellectual bonuses. The question
makes people suffer to test theipeople use specific passages out aff suffering was the Achilles’ heel
faith. The story of Job describes higontext to support variousof Ehrman’s faith and a source of
extreme suffering as God takegpositions. To understand thegreat difficulty for the Bible's
away all of his possessions andiblical author’s intent and authors. While the faithful may be
murders all of his children just tomeaning, the entire text must beguick to offer one line explanations
see how he’ll react. However, theexamined. On this subject Ehrmarfor suffering, none of them survive
concept in this story collapsesshows that trying to infer that theunder rational scrutiny. “God’s
under its own contradiction. Why authors were making long-rangeProblem” exposes these fallacies
would God test only Job and not higoredictions is incorrect; they wereand provides a foundation for real
children or anyone else? In the reaspecifically referring to their own perspective. It is a wonderfully

world, suffering frequently leads totimes, lives and places. interesting and informative book
death, which makes this purpose Ehrman doesn’t try to answerand can be a valued resource for
effectively mute. the question of why God allowsany reader.

One of the most common Suffering. He simply shows that the
perceptions is that we sufferauthors of the Old and New  Mike Judge is a former FSGP
because God gave us freewill. What estaments struggled with theBoard Member, active volunteer
we as a species do with thaiProblem of suffering and came upand regular contributor to the
freewill determines the type,With different and contradictory G.p.S.
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Monthly meetings take place a000 PM on thefirst Tuesday of the month at
the Ludington Library, 5 South Bryn Mawr Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

60 #112 /

On Tuesday, May 6, 2008meetCharles Eisenstein,author of three books including hi
most recentThe Ascent of Humanitgn exploration of the history and possible futufe jo
civilization from the perspective of the culturadincept of self. To learn more abolihe
Ascent of Humanityisit Eisenstein’s website, www.ascentofhumanity.com

Formerly a faculty member of Penn State Universi§epartment of Science, Technology,
and Society, Eisenstein has also lived in Taiwaa ianslator of the Chinese language and,
later, was a stay-at-home dad. His other booksudslThe Yoga of Eatingand
Transformational Weight Losboth of which address holistic health and thegfarmation
of human consciousness and civilization.

< 80#112 < 0 "

Reaching the tipping point: Why I'm optimistic abauhe next 20 years

Freethinkers will eventually be the majority in

America. What can we do to help that happen

sooner rather than later? Join us Taresday,

June 3 to hear guest speakdan Meshon

founder of the FreeThoughtAction marketing

campaign whose “Don't believe in God? You

are not alone” billboard created a stir on the

New Jersey Turnpike. Jan will speak about the

statistics and strategies that point toward a nsecular America in the near future, as well asititeal reaction to the
marketing campaign and upcoming plans. For moaimtion about Jan’s group, visit www.FreeThougthi@corg

Mr. Meshon is a native Philadelphian currentlyriyiin New York City. Founder of FreeThoughtActi@campaign to
increase the visibility of the freethought communitan is a 20-year sales and marketing vetertimeicable TV industry
who is applying his energy, enthusiasm and expeei¢n furthering the secular cause.

< [/0#112 & |

Dr. G. Vijayam originally intended to visit the Wad States to attend the World Humanist Congre¥gashington, D.C.
Thanks to the work of Atheist Alliance InternatibRaesident, Margaret Downey, he is now scheduwespeak to at least
six different groups!

Executive Director of the Atheist Centre in Indix, Vijayam carries the message of how atheistsbeaeffective in
organizing extensive social reform projects. He pr@sented a number of papers in national andnatienal Conferences
on atheism, humanism, rationalism, social changalpgy and environment, natural disaster preparegrend social and
political reform.He has also participated in national and intermaticeminars on Environment, Gandhi, social change,
rural development, human rights, atheism and husnani

This event will take place at the Indian restaubesi Village located aii45 S. Gulph Road, King of Prussia, PA
19406.The BYO “Happy Hour” and opportunity to talk persdig with Dr. Vijayam will be from 6:00 PM to 7:0BM.
Please arrive no later than 7:00PM if you plannaeo food. Dr. Vijayam’s presentation will begin @80PM.There is
only room for 50 people. Please RSVP to fsgp@freethight.org to secure your spot for this eventThere is no charge
for this event other than any food you order (peglan to pay with cash). BYOB.
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MEINSTER, A.
TABY, P.
THOMPSON, B.
)

ANONYMOUS MELCHIORRE, T.
ANTKIEWICZ, W. MEYERS, R. & V.
BOGERT, T. O'CONNELL, S.
BROWN, R. & K. OTT, P.
CONNOR, C.J. PACI, B.
CREASY, W. PAZOS, J.
CZERWINSKI, W.P. PEETS FAMILY
DAERR, E. & D. SCOTT  PORTER, R.S.
DONOHUE, P. & N. ROSCH, S.
ELLIOTT, G. SMITH, N.
FEINBERG, L. STENSGAARD, H. & D.
FULKNER, S. STEPHENS, E. & H.
GOTTFRIED, J. STERK, A.
HARVEY, B. SWINBURN, C. & C.
HENDERSON, W. & B. TILGHMAN, L.
HENEHAN, D. TURNER, C.
JUDGE, M. & K. COOK  VIGLIONE, M.
KOCOL, H. & C. WEBER, S.
KRAMER, H.H. & F. WEISS, R.

LAW, S. WIBLE, D.
LEITNER-GLASS, A. WISCONSIN
MANN, A. HISTORICAL
MCGONIGAL, S. SOCIETY
MCGOWAN, B. ZIEVE, J.

= + +

ANONYMOUS $100.00
ANONYMOUS $30.00
CONNOR, CJ $20.00

FLYNN, S $100.00

" 5% Gl 117

(and special guestyTEPHEN UHL
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Sadly, we only received one
nomination for Vice President
Thankfully, it is a great one! Being

that there is only one candidate, the

election is moot.
Please welcome our new Vic

p

President, Brian Bohmueller

Engineering from Penn Stat
University. He has
studied graduate level

Brian received his B.S. in Mechanic?

also
work irn

Engineering Science at Penn State

Great Valley. He possesses diver

skills, including extensive experiencg

with computer systems ang
outstanding writing skills. He looks
forward to assisting FSGP in it

secular pursuits and in its effortg

to catalyze a growing community o
rational thinkers in the Philadelphig
area.

Please welcome Brian as oul
new Vice-President!

bE

h

p

+
- +
BROWN, R & K $20.00
CALDWELL, R $50.00
CREASY $20.00
DAERR, E & D. SCOTT $20.00
FAULKNER, S $20.00
GRANADOS, L $100.00
JUDGE, M & K. COOK $65.00
KOCOL, H & C $15.00
LAW, S $10.00
ROSCH, S $30.00
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IHEU 17th World Humanist Congress and

AHA 67th Annual National Conference Freethought Unity Picnic
June 5-8, 2008 Sunday, July 27, 2008
Washington, D.C. Fort Washington State Park

L'Enfant Plaza Hotel

. . Camp Quest
www.americanhumanist.org/conference

Summer 2008, various dates and locations

Secular Student Alliance Annual Conference Ages 8- 17. www.camp-quest.org
June 6 - 8, 2008
Washington, D.C. Camp Inquiry 2008
L'Enfant Plaza Hotel July 13-19, 2008
(Part of IHEU Congress) Holland, New York
www.secularstudents.org/conference Ages 7-16; www.campinquiry.org
FSGP Anti-Superstition Bash 2008 ,
Friday, June 13, 2008 FFRF convention

Oct. 10-12, 2008
Hyatt Regency Chicago
October 10-12, 2008
http://ffrf.org/events/

8:00PM-Midnight
Radisson Warwick Plaza Hotel
1701 Locust St., Philadelphia, PA
For more info, email fsgp@freethought.org

JREF’s Amaz!ng Meeting 6 Atheist Alliance International Convention
June 19 - 22, 2008 September 26-28, 2008
Las Vegas, NV Long Beach, CA on the Queen Mary (docked)
See enclosed brochure_or www.randi.org www.atheistalliance.org
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Check your mailing label for renewal
information.

Please renew ifExp 3-08 or “Exp 4-08'
appears on your label.
Please complete the abov
form for your renewal and
mail to FSGP at the address
listed aboveThank you!




