September/October 2007 Newsletter
Editor: Margaret Downey, Sally Cramer and Various Vaens
Published by: The Freethought Society of Greater Philage{pl3GP)
A Chapter of the Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 242
Pocopson, PA  19366-0242
Phone: (610) 793-2737 * Fax: (610) 793-2569
E-mail: fsgp@freethought.org * Webpage: www.fsgp.org

The Great 2007 FSGP/HAGP Unity Picnic

by Margaret Downey

| am often asked what the difference

is between arhere is no difference between a Freethinker and a Humani

“Freethinker” and a “Humanist.” The answer can be foundeven though the description of a Humanist is slightly longe
when one looks at the literature produced by the Americathan that of a Freethinker. Further examination of theFFFR

Humanist Association (AHA) and the Freedom From
Religion Foundation (FFRF). The FFRF tradkhat is a
Freethinker?states that a Freethinker is:

A person who forms opinions about religion on the
basis of reason, independently of tradition,
authority, or established belief. Freethinkers
include atheists, agnostics, and rationalists.

No one can be a freethinker who demands
conformity to a bible, creed, or messiah. To the
freethinker, revelation and faith are invalid, and
orthodoxy is no guarantee of truth.

The following description of a Humanist is found at the
American Humanist Association’s website:

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by
science, inspired by art, and motivated by
compassion. Affirming the dignity of each human
being, it supports the maximization of individual
liberty and opportunity consonant with social and
planetary responsibility. It advocates the extension
of participatory democracy and the expansion of
the open society, standing for human rights and
social justice.

Free of supernaturalism, it recognizes human
beings as a part of nature and holds that values—
be they religious, ethical, social, or political—have
their source in human experience and culture.
Humanism thus derives the goals of life from
human need and interest rather than from
theological or ideological abstractions, and asserts
that humanity must take responsibility for its own
destiny.

track deals with truth, morality, politics, freedom bbught,
the meaning of life, the question of an intelligent designe
and most importantly, why Freethinkers are opposed t
religion. In regards to that subject the track states:

Freethinkers are convinced that religious claims
have not withstood the tests of reason. Not only is
there nothing to be gained by believing an untruth,
but there is everything to lose when we sacrifice the
indispensable tool of reason on the altar of super-
stition.

Most freethinkers consider religion to be not
only untrue, but harmful. It has been used to justify
war, slavery, sexism, racism, homophobia, mutila-
tions, intolerance, and oppression of minorities.
The totalitarianism of religious absolutes chokes
progress.

On Sunday, July 29, 200Joe Fox the president of the
Humanist Association of Greater Philadelphia (HAGP), land
hosted “The 2007 Humanist and Freethinker Unity Picnic.”
Many members of HAGP also have memberships with FSG
so we knew the picnic would be well attended. On thatitday
was great to see Humanists and Freethinkers gathehéoget
to celebrate all the things we have in common. Many peopl
established like-minded friendships as they shared potluc
dishes and other barbequed foods. The 2007 picnic was
successful that we will do it again in 2008. Please daee t
date of July 27, 2008.

The first time a collaborative effort took place betw
FSGP and HAGP was the FSGP/HAGP Book Club. The clul
has been active and productive since it's formation in 200€
See the FSGP website for book club details.



More Thoughts About the Unity Picnic

by Joe Fox

This past summer the Humanist Association of GreateDelicious barbecue favorites, such as burgers and hot doc
Philadelphia (HAGP) and the Freethought Society of @reat were also served.
Philadelphia (FSGP) conducted their first summer Unity Over all, it was a big success and both FSGP a@&MH
Picnic in Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania. Although the plan on using the favorable aspects to make next year's picr
weather didn't cooperate at the beginning of the day, the niceven better. We already have a new location reserved fi
pavilion kept us dry. The rain cleared up just in timetfe  2008.
event. The 2008 picnic will be held at Fort Washington State
There was a great turnout from both FSGP and HAGP. Park on SundayJuly 27, 2008 Fort Washington Park is
great time was had by all—young and old alike. Manytgrealocated in Fort Washington, Pennsylvania. It was setect
conversations took place throughout the event. The beautifidlecause the park is more centrally located for members ¢
playground kept the children happy. both groups, allowing for easier access by all.
The last name/food assignment system used to designate We will be using the Flourtown Pavilion. It is a el
which food potluck contribution was expected worked outspacious pavilion, so rain or shine, the event will takeela
well. Everyone enjoyed many different foods and dessertonce again. We hope to see you all again!

1. Pavilion Il, where the Freethought Society
of Greater Philadelphia (FSGP) and Human|st
Association of Greater Philadelphia (HAGH
hosted the 2007 Great Unity Picnic, is pictured
left. The beautiful banners from each group
assured attendees that they were at the right
place.
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2. Below left are HAGP presidedbe Foxand
FSGP presidenMargaret Downey. Fox and
Downey are committed to the idea of unity and
cooperation.

3. Pictured below right ar€aitlin Fox (left)
and Elizabeth Fox (right). The young ladies

had a great time playing with the younger
children and conversing with the adults.




Photos From the Great Unity Picnic

1. The grill is fired up bysean Werden He was hired as a professional cook but thoroughly enjoigetime with his
new Humanist and Freethinking friends. The hot dogs anthinayer patties he grilled were big hits with picnic attendees

2. Throughout the picniBan Hoffman enjoyed playing with his sorManny at the playground located next to the
pavilion.
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3. Margaret Downey (left) watches as The Rational Response Squad introducetehes to the picnic attendee
From left to right ar&elly O'Connor, Brian Sapient andRook Hawkins.




Photos From the Great Unity Picnic

1. Enjoying picnic food and soda withoe
Fox and Annalisa Fox (left side of picnic
table) ard_isa andTim Ridge.

2. On the left side of the table Bob Kay.
On the right side of the table (front to back
are Elaine Terwillinger, Barry Dancis,
Shirley andWarren Goss
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3. Harry Thorn (left) is talking to Lyn
Alexander andJim Childress.

4. Margaret Downey comforts four-year-old
Manny Hoffman after he bruised his leg
jumping off a playground jungle gym.




Prayers, Pledges and Political Piety at the PA Capitol
(an update on a continuing situation)

by Carl Silverman

Representatives of Pennsylvania Nonbelievers (PAN) and theay—at least from the right-wing representatives. But, hey

Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia (FSGP)metur

Jesus was a Jew, so Judaism and Hebrew are okay

to the Pennsylvania Capitol on October 22, 2007 to test thgovernment, right?

legislature’s rules about standing up during the opening

If Hebrew doesn't bother you, but Jesus does, below is :

prayer and Pledge of Allegiance. This time PAN hosted aexcerpt of the prayer delivered by RevereMichael

informational table at the entrance to the Capitol eatethe
entire day.

Since the House and Senate opened sessions aintbe s
hour, the representatives split up. FSGH®sun McGonigal
and PAN’sBob Young headed over to the Senate.

Steve Neubauer president of PAN, and | entered the
House gallery to find mostly empty seats this time.UBtike
the June 2007 visit, we were able to sit front and centés. T
is the same area | sat in on my first visit in 2005.

Soon the Speaker Pro Tempore entered (Sp&skanis
O'Brien was absent) and gaveled the session to order. It was
not a complete surprise that Ral3mlomon Isaacsonwas

Ahrensfield to open the Pennsylvania House session on Jur
21, 2007:

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we come together
in prayer and praise, as people who believe in
one Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and share in
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We also
acknowledge that our unity in faith needs to be
nourished and deepened. Through our prayer,
work, and study together, may unity among
Christians become ever more perfect...

Over in the Senate, McGonigal and Young reported that

introduced. Rabbi Isaacson was the one who delivered thiesus prayer was delivered—par for the course, but no ot
invocation in June 2007 that we all suffered through (see theeemed to care if anyone stood or sat.

July/August 2007The Greater Philadelphia Storfpr a full

Americans United for Separation of Church and eStat

report in the article “Public Prayer Sit-Down at the (AU) has been monitoring the sectarian nature of the

Pennsylvania House of Representatives”
Downey).

Margaret

Pennsylvania Senate prayers. AU contacted Senate leaders
early October 2007, asking for the entire elimination of

This time our disobedience was promptly detectedprayers or, at minimum, restricting prayers to nonsigta
Resembling actotsaac Hayes the Sergeant-at-Arms on the ones. The latter would comply with United States Suprem
floor in front of the Speaker’s podium became visibly agitate Court decisions. Indignant, Senate President Pro Tendpere
when he noticed us not standing. He pointed up at usscarnati waited until late November to respond with a press
showing the female Sergeant-at-Arms next to him where weelease:

were located. When the prayer was finished and the Pledge of
Allegiance began, he turned to the flag while twisting his
head around at us to see if we were going to stand. Adrithe

of the Pledge he immediately made a cell phone call,
apparently related to our naughty behavior.

McGonigal, who was approaching the House gallery at
that time after departing the Senate gallery, said hellibe
armed House guards outside the gallery doors talking into
their phones, saying something like, “They didn't tell us how
to handle that.”

We assume, but can't be sure, that they were talkimg a
us. As we left the gallery a few minutes later, anesfguard
outside the door gave us the evil eye but he did not question
or detain us.

In the article Downey wrote about the June “sit-down”
demonstration, she described how she was offended by the
content of Rabbi Isaacson’s prayer; | was equally offended
that day. Rabbi Isaacson spoke in Hebrew, as well as Englis

and he droned on and on. You can watch the June prayer here:

http://tinyurl.com/34wnsv

If any member of the clergy had delivered such a diatribe
Arabic, Farsi, or even Spanish, there would have bedérohel

“l am disappointed and appalled that an anti-
religious group from Washington, D.C. would
challenge the Senate of Pennsylvania and me
over the issue of beginning our session days with
a prayer,” Scarnati said.

“Perhaps ‘appalled” is not a strong enough
word to describe my concerns over such an
unreasonable claim. My convictions are very
clear on this issue and they will remain so, as |
certainly believe in the longstanding tradition of
prayer in the Capitol.” Scarnati continued, “It is
not hard to make decisions when you know what
your values are. In this case, my values dictate
to me to speak out, speak up, and stand up in
order to make a difference. A position must be
taken and | am making it unmistakably clear
where my beliefs lie in this regard.

“Many of our core beliefs are being con-
fronted every day in this great land of ours, and
challenge and controversy seem to be the norm,”
added Scarnati.

“However, to capitulate to radical fringe
groups that advocate an atheist view is



unacceptable. We must stick steadfastly to our
core beliefs and preserve the right of prayer; SeCL”ar BOOk CIUb
yes, fight for our right to continue what all .
before us have done and we will continue to do. I nform atlon

“Make no mistake about it, | will battle to
protect the right of prayer as an integral part of

: , The Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia (FSGP
our Senate proceedings,” concluded Scarnati.

Humanist Association of Greater Philadelphia’s (HAGP)
Secular Book Club meets @00 PM on the third Saturday
of every month. The Secular Book Club is free and open t
the public. Participants should read the books befor
attending a meeting, however.

The Secular Book Club meets at Barnes and Noble (1C

Senator Scarnati thanked Lieutenant Gover@atherine
Baker Knoll and Senate leaderBominic Pileggi and
Robert Mellow for standing with him on this issue.

Scarnati also told the press that the Senate wasos
diversity that a Buddhist had been invited to open ai®ess . ;
the next week. How conveeeenient! Scarnati receives AU’? ark Avenue, W'”QW Grove, Pennsylvania 19090). -
letter on October 10, 2007, waits about 40 days to spew his After the meeting some Secular Book Club participant:

venom toward AU, and then touts the Senate’s diversity. On Ete t%%t(z[rh-(rer:egznIat(?c-aglt?\t;:[[ieesat![ggk’e drllglggga?n%eso&lzmlgﬁ.
week later the Buddhist appears. 9 b

Apparently, in Scarnati's eyes, diversity shouldoa Garden Restaurant (91 York Road, Willow Grove,

include Christian invocations that directly insult eiits. In Perl]:rz)sryrl:]/?ga;nlfgﬂag?[i'on lease see the following viebsi
late October 2007, shortly after our latest test, theateen ' P 9
opened with a prayer by Reverelesse Boggef Northgate

Church, Pittsburgh. The prayer began: http://www.hagp.org/book_club.html

O God, it is before You, our sovereign Creator, we The following books are scheduled to be discussed at tf
pause in stillness. It is in the wisdom of our monthly Secular Book Club meeting:

forefathers we acknowledge that, indeed, You are _ ]

the Creator who has endowed us with the most  September 200%Ghina Inc.by Ted C. Fishman(360 pages)
basic desires of life, liberty, and the pursuit of , ,

happiness. Only foolish men have said in their October 2007Fhe Black Swarby Nassim Nicholas Taleb
hearts, You do not exist. (396 pages)

Obviously the prayer was intended to convey the notioNovember 2007Assault on Reasdoy Al Gore (320 pages)
that atheists are foolish. This is the best exampéeth
is to prove that prayers are divisive and inappropriate. Boggeecember 2007~No meeting due to the Human Light
was using state property and legislative time to promotéloliday Celebration sponsored by HAGP
negativity toward certain citizens. Insulting does not
adequately describe the reason Reverend Boggs praydanuary 2007Fhe World Without Usy Alan Weisman
should not have been allowed. (320 pages)

| ask for members of FSGP to help convince the t8ena
that it is supposed to represeewery citizen andevery  February 2008Anti-Intellectualism in American Lifeby
tradition in Pennsylvania—even the less popular onesRichard Hofstadter (464 pages)
Readers ofThe Greater Philadelphia Storgan get email
updates by connecting directly to me (email addressMarch 2008¥he Mind of the Markeby Michael Shermer
chsilverman@verizon.net). (363 pages)

If you do not have email, please contact me at (73@)
8716, or send me your name, address, phone number, and thgril 2008~Capitalism 3.(by Peter Barnes(166 pages)
name of your State Senator (not U.S. Senator). My szl
contact information is:

Carl Silverman
c/o PA Nonbelievers
45 Gravel Hill Road
Mt. Wolf, PA 17347

I will keep FSGP updated as developments warrant. | hope
that Philadelphians will use their significant voting iefhce

by demanding reform in the Pennsylvania Capitol not only on
prayer and pledge policies but in all aspects of the
notoriously arrogant Pennsylvania legislature.



The Poetry of Cleo Fellers Kocol

The New Covenant

They made their god in their

own image — not as they really
were, but supernatural and yet
fickle as they were in their hunger
for power, tossing aside female

gods as if they had no right to exist.
As if women, the goddess models,

Talk Talk

They say:

HE walked in righteousness,
walked where no one had before,
walked barefoot and poor

among the rich and elite.

They said:
Make yourself in his image.

had no right to exist. As if all So some of us gave away our
women ever after should walk in belongings and wore sackcloth
a limited “god-ordained” fashion. and ashes

until the sackcloth wore out and

Stomping the goddesses of antiquity we were arrested for public nudity.

into the dust, they cast women of the

future in a wanton and witchery way. Argument ensued. Who had
Vile creatures, temptresses with apples acted in a Christian way; who was
and dances that inflame desires, they right and who was wrong? Shame

ricocheted from everyone’s walls,

need reining in. So say the Promise but none came tumbling down.

Keepers, so say the PK followers so

say all who cover their misogyny | pictured above i€leo Fellers Kocol A talented writer and a poet, she if a
with god talk, Christ talk, Jesus talk. | Founding Member of the Freethought Society of Greater diifihia. Kocol
...But no one needs to listen, currently resides in Roseville, California.
no one needs to hear.
Review of The authors in this anthology explore a number of othe
Philosophers Without Gods: interesting issues. Some ask whether we should resgect r

L. . . ious views that we don’t share. Others explore the pasgibil
Meditations on Atheism and the Secular Life gf reasonable religious disagreement. More generallyraeve
(ed. Louise M. Antony, Oxford University Press, 2007,  are concerned with the conflict between faith and reasor
315 pp., hardcover, ISBN 978-0-19-517307-9) Because he wants to reject a robust and not a watered-do\
by William A. Wisdom, Ph.D. Christianity, James Tappenden considers himself a
“fundamentalist” in a sense that requires of Chntidl) a
This book is a collection of essays by twenty contemporarbelief in the actual divinity of Christ, 2) acceptancetioé
atheist philosophers who are reflecting on a wide vaoéty view that Christ’s life and divinity represent a miramus in-
topics, including when and why they lost their own religi  tervention of divine causation to change the course of natur
belief and how they feel about the reasonableness of core relind 3) that acceptance of the divinity of Christ...campt a
gious beliefs. Some of the authors, liRaniel Dennett or divine act of transformation in the individual's moral gtabr
others, may be known to the wider community of atheists wheharacter.” In the reprinted article, Tappenden elaborGies
are not professional philosophers. Most probably are not.  his “fundamentalism.”

All the authors here have at least Christianitymiimd In “Meta-Atheism: Religious Avowal as Self-Deception
when they write about religious belief. Some also have Judaseorges Reyargues that “despite appearances, many Wes
ism in mind and a few of them are addressing Islam #met 0 ern adults who have been exposed to standard science &
monotheisms as well. Several of the authors in this cmfect sincerely claim to believe in God,...at some level. evelithe
consider the charge that atheists, being devoid of religiouslaim is false.” Basically, the reason for this istthelief in
belief, must hold that there are no moral constraintsheit ~ God is so patently absurd that any minimally sensiblie\sr
behavior since only a belief in God can support ethical princimust “at some level” recognize that their theism is ground
ples. All the writers here who address this issue abotle less.
that the stance of scientific Humanisam justify a rich set of This collection is interesting because philosophees by
ethical beliefs, and that Christianity cannot. Some obé¢h training, concerned with the rational justification of icla
who hold that Christian belief cannot support a wholesome setnd the weighing of the grounds for their own and others
of moral values argue that the God of its sacred texexil ~ beliefs. They are just the people we would want to wons
by any reasonable standard. about religious claims.



Meet the New President of FSGP

Sally J. Cramer grew up in Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania iplishments as a successful organization. She will be
the beautiful, old-fashioned, conservative tourist area ofontinuing the productive 16-year course established by
the Pocono Mountains. She was never part of any religiothe leadership qualities of Downey.

and was always skeptical. Her parents did not have her Cramer hopes to increase FSGP membership, commu:
baptized since they are not particularly religious ancdity presence, and education through the implementation
wanted all their children to make their own decisions. of new ideas and methods in partnership with the Board of

Cramer moved to West Chester to attend college &irectors, volunteers and members.

West Chester University (WCU). While obtaining her  Cramer brings to FSGP experience with leadership and
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Studio Arts, and minors in organizational skills and a deep passion for the success o
Women’s Studies and Communication Studies, CrameFSGP. She is also making plans to begin graduate schoo
became heavily involved with many co-curricular to obtain a masters degree in Public Administration as she
organizations. She was secretary and president of tHeopes to have a professional career in nonprofit
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/Questioningianagement.

and Ally Association (LGBTQA); Editor for the Forum Cramer considers herself a “devout” atheist and is
section of the student newspaper; and Leadershipager to take on any challenge or issue that will indiere t
Consultant for the Office of Greek Life & Student complete separation of church and state.

Organizations. Cramer also founded and was president of Cramer is looking forward to aiding FSGP and other
WCU'’s chapter of VOX, a national Planned ParenthoodFreethinkers with any and all attempts to defend, sustain,
sponsored student organization. maintain, and promote a secular nation.

During her college years Cramer attended the Cramer welcomes any and all communication that will
Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education Women’kelp her better serve the members of FSGP. Please call
Consortium’s Young Women’'s Leadership Retreat andvrite or email any thoughts and suggestions for how
the Fellowship of Reconciliation’s Peacemaker TrainingFSGP can improve.

Institute.

Through this involvement Cramer was invited to join
the Planned Parenthood of Chester County (PPCC) Board
of Directors in August 2006. After a year of serving on
the Board, Cramer was elected to the Executive
Committee to serve as Secretary of the PPCC Board.

Cramer was selected to serve on the Planned Parenthood
Federation of America Eastern Region’s Emerging
Leaders Task Force in August of 2007.

During college Cramer worked for the Freethought
Society of Greater Philadelphia’s (FSGP) president as her
Administrative Assistant.

Upon beginning work for founder and president
Margaret Downey, Cramer was “enlightened” to find a
definition for her philosophical stance. She knew that
atheism existed, but never heard much about it. She
especially didn't know that there were organized groups
of atheists. Eureka! Cramer worked part-time for FSGP
for over two years.

Downey was elected President of the Atheist Alliance Sally J. Cramer
International (www.atheistalliance.org) in October 2006.

Shortly thereafter, Downey suggested that Cramer .. .
consider running for the position of president as 2007 was$ Email: _SaIIy.Cramer@gmall.com
an e|ecti0n year for FSGP. Phone and FaX 610'430'7719

Effective January 1, 2008, Cramer holds the elected Mail: FSGP
position of the FSGP President, the second since it$ P. O. Box 5054
founding in 1992.

Cramer is committed to sustaining FSGP’s accom- West Chester, PA 19380




FSGP 2007 Election Results

The 2007 election of the Freethought Society of Greatead®phia (FSGP) officers and board members was amoasi
victory for all candidates. Congratulations to all! Téféective date of the new officer and board member dasmlanuary 1,
2008.

One of the responsibilities of being an officer/andoard member is “availability.” FSGP is printing tact information
for each officer and board member to enable its neeghiip to have their voices heard. Officers and board menhases
declared their willingness to address the concerns of FS@@&nbers.

The board of directors are representatives of ti@&PH8embership at large. They will be voting on majorsiecs and that
vote must reflect what they believe is the general consaidiie FSGP membership. If you are a member of FSGPepleas
keep this page in a convenient location so that you caactoyour FSGP representative at any given time. Yourewitt be
heard, you will be fully represented, and you will have thegodw adjust, change and influence the direction of FSGRifgiIrs

If a mailing address is not listed for a boaranier, correspondence can be sent to him or her througSBP office. The
new office address is:

Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia
P. O. Box 5054
West Chester, PA 19380

New FSGP Officers

Sally Cramer, President Margaret Downey, Secretary
P. O. Box 5054 P. O. Box 242
West Chester, PA 19380 Pocopson, PA 19366-0242
Phone: (610) 430-7719 Phone: (610) 793-2737
Fax: (610) 430-7719 Fax: (610) 793-2569
Email: Sally.Cramer@gmail.com Email: Downeyl@Downeyl.cnc.net
Janice Rae] Vice-President Dan Hoffman, Treasurer
4 Roosevelt Blvd. 727 Crestview Road
Clayton, NJ 08312-1744 Philadelphia, PA 19128
Phone: (856) 417-4941 Phone: (215) 482-3461
Email: JRael@comcast.net Email: rp518dan@yahoo.com
Patrick Casady Bill Wisdom
Phone: 267-616-1977 Phone: (610) 527-7080
Email: Casady@hush.com Email: WaWisdom@temple.edu

Christopher Evans
Phone: (215) 500-5556
Email: ce621937@wcupa.edu

Shaun McGonigal
Phone: (215) 816-1865
Email: Shaunphilly@gmail.com

Javier Pazos
Phone: 215-426-7983
Email: Javier.Pazos@verizon.net




The Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia’s
2007/2008 Four-Month Meeting Calendar

Monthly meetings take place a0 PM on thefirst Tuesday of the month at:
The Ludington Library, 5 South Bryn Mawr Avenue, Bryn Maw r, PA 19010

November

OnTuesday, November 6, 2007,
at7:00 PM, Richard Leventhal,
Curator of the American section
of the University of Pennsylvania
Museum and Professor of An-
thropology at the University of
Pennsylvania, will be FSGP’s
guest speaker,

Leventhal will examine the
nature of our understanding of the
ancient Mayan past, the battle for
control of the cultural heritage of

January

There will not be a meeting in
January since the first Tuesday
of the month is New Year's
Day.

Happy New Year, everyone!

February

FSGP is pleased to host Rational Respoftmyk Hawkins
as theTuesday, February 5, 2008speaker. Hawkins’ speech,
“Misquoting Scripture: How Literary Tropes Createc
Christianity,” will provide the history behind why millioref
people today still worship Yahweh and practice Christyanit

the ancient and modern Maya, and the impact of cultural Hawkins will describe how and why millions of people

tourism on this battle for the past, present, and fubdiréne
Maya. His presentation is entitled, “Preserving the iémc
Maya: Who Gets to Decide?”

December

There will not be an FSGP monthly meeting in Decemasr,

worship the Christian God and practice Christianity. The
follow a creed and a New Testament partially establish
under Athanasius and others codified shortly after therdic
Council in 325 CE.

According to this Creed, the church was founded by
historical Jesus, the son of God and fully man, who took/aw

the room normally used is not available. There will be arthe sins of the world by being crucified under Pontius Rilate

FSGP Board of Directors meeting ®nesday, December 4,

Millions of people believe this, and they do schatit ever

2007, however. Members of FSGP are welcome to observe thealizing that this narrative utilizes literary trogesretell the

proceedings, but space is limited.

same story of the victory of life over death. The authothef

The board meeting will be held in a small basemenGospels specifically used mainly the Greek Old Testame
conference room at the Ludington Library that is adjacent t (known as the Septuagint) and much earlier narratives of t
the large room where FSGP regular monthly meetings tak&reeks and other societies of the Ancient Near East.

place.

Hawkins’ presentation will present the evidence feing

The 2007 Winter Display, upcoming elections, 2005/200@he Gospel stories the genre of literary mimesis, @atran,
IRS report, future speakers, budget, committees, possiblef earlier works while giving a case against the hisdri
events, and many other interesting items are on the mgeeti Jesus. The motivations and socio-cultural foundations

agenda. The meeting starts promptly &0 PM.

Hellenic Jews will be

The Tree of Knowledge will be placed at the Free &pee explored as a means
Zone at the Chester County Courthouse (High and Marketf understanding why

Streets, West Chester, Pennsylvania) on Satuiagember
1, 2007
Please plan to volunteer to decorate the trdd: 80 AM
or attend the spotlighting and opening ceremony.@ PM.
The tree will remain up untiTuesday, January 15, 2008&t
which time the tree will be removed and mulched.
Volunteers are needed to carefully remove the decosat

such stories were
created at all.

This presentation
is based off the larger
amount of research
going into Hawkins’
book, Discovering

for reuse in 2008. Please contact The Freethought Society tfe Gnostics: A Look

Greater Philadelphia’s Winter Display Committee at:

Phone: (610) 793-2737
Margaret Downey
Chair of the FSGP Winter Display Comnaitte

Email: Downeyl@Downeyl.cnc.net

at the Evolution of
Mystery Cults in the
Hellenistic and
Roman Periods



Welcome New
Members/Subscribers

Amy Band Unknown
Olga Bourlin Seattle, WA
Patrick Inniss Seattle, WA
Peter Roberts Sherman Oaks, CA
Peter Wernick Niwot, CO

Renewals

Fred Barrouk Mechanicsburg, PA

Adam Carley Windham, NH
Patricia Carley Windham, NH
Dr. J. Bruce Carlock Due West, SC

Sigmund Dybalski
Bette Gossard
Harvey Gossard
Nicholas Grubb
Joseph Hackett

Philadelphia, PA
Willow Street, PA
Willow Street, PA

Scotch Plains, NJ
Elmer, NJ

Ric Hopkins Doylestown, PA
Bill Paci Philadelphia, PA
Evelyn Stephens Bayside, NY
Harold Stephens Bayside, NY
Warren Swartzbeck Telford, PA

Levin Tilghman Philadelphia, PA

James Trick Williamsport, PA
S. Steven Wilson Philadelphia, PA
Judith Zieve West Conshohocken, PA

Life Member Bonus

The next person who becomes a Life Member of th
Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia will receive
red hotel Gideon Bible inscribed and signed bylia
Sweeney.She wrote on the Bible’sHelp in Time of Need
page, “Have you read this book? When | read this book,
felt I had opened the door to an insane asylum.”

Donations

Dr. J. Bruce Carlock $15
Robert and Kimberly Brown $50
Edward Klein $25

Winter Display Donations

Robert E. and Margaret B. Brown $600
Linda Mahan $100
Barry McGowan $25
Sue O'Connell $150
Alan and Yvonne Palmer $250
Ed Susterich $50
Frank Trotta $25
Stephen and Diane Uhl $200

A Plea to Fund the FSGP
Winter Display

The Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia’'s (FSG
plan to install a secular winter is moving ahead! In otder
participate at the Philadelphia and Chester County
Courthouse Free Speech Zones, FSGP will be spending a
estimated $3,000 for each display. Below is a form to use
should you want to financially assist FSGP with these
important projects.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Tree of Knowledge
Winter Display

Yes, | want to show my support of FSGP’s:

winter display project. Please use the enclosed
donation to fund the project. Please send a tax-
deductible receipt to: .

Name:

Street Address:

City, State, Zip:

Please acknowledge my donation in the
FSGP newsletter.

Please keep my donation anonymous.
Mail this form to:

FSGP Winter Display
P.O. Box 242, Pocopson, PA 19366
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You can also participate in this project by making twaicol
copies of the front of your favorite freethought book. Don’t
worry about whether or not we might already have received
two copies from someone else. The Tree of Knowledge
display is sure to experience vandalism. FSGP will bdyre

to replace all stolen or damaged ornaments if multpfges

of books have been received. Please send the copies to tt
following address.

FSGP Winter Display
P.O. Box 242
Pocopson, PA 19366

Thanks in advance for your help. The time has coméhior
secular community to counter the notion that the United
States is a Judeo-Christian country. FSGP’s partioipaat

the Chester County Courthouse Free Speech Zone will hell
dispel that myth while promoting reading and learning.



The Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia (FS&R) chapter of the Freedom From Religion Foundation sra i

member of the Atheist Alliance International (www.ag@iliance.org). FSGP members are committed to tharaaéwment of

freethought and issues of state/church separation. Merob&SGP receive benefits such as a quarterly newsléeounts

on Freethought books and literature, and other FSGP commang&Please join FSGP today.

| want to:

( ) become a local member afr fenew my membership i FSGP (includes newsletter subscription): $25 individual
chapter membership, $30 family membership or $20 stagembership. Please make checks payalit&S@P.

( ) join the Freedom From Religion Foundation: $45 individuahbership or $50 family membership. Please make checks
payable to thEreedom From Religion Foundation

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

( ) Check here if you want your membership to be anonymous.

Please provide your email address to enable FSGP to ks

Our policy is to give interested readers a free newsleitdecide whether or not FSGP is for them. Please geawiailing
address information to us regarding people who mightteessted.

Name
Address
City/State/Zip

Clip and mail to: Freethought Society of Greater Phifgda, P.O. Box 242, Pocopson, PA 19366-0242
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Special Quote
“After | stopped believing in God,

| realized it was completely up to me
to create my own meaning and my
purpose was my own. God didn’t care
if | was working at the gas station my
whole life or writing great novels.

It didn’t matter in the universe what

| did, but it mattered to me.”

Julia Sweeney born October 10, 1959.

Sweeney is best known in the world of freethought
as a monologist, speaker, comedian, and author.
Her stage production and A2tting Go of God

is revered as the best example of a spiritual journey
from Catholic to atheist. To order the CD see:
www.JuliaSweeney.com



