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FSGP’s Anti-Superstition Party coming soon! 
by Margaret Downey 

     The Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia’s 
(FSGP) 2004 Friday-the-Thirteenth Anti-Superstition Party 
will take place on Friday, August 13, 2004 at the 
Philadelphia Ethical Society Building located at 1906 
South Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia, 19103. The party 
begins at 8:00 PM. Anyone willing to volunteer to help set  
up the event is encouraged to arrive much earlier. 
     I will arrive at the site around 4:00 PM that afternoon to 
begin setting up display tables and decorations. I will need a 
great deal of help to unload my car, and carry items up 
several flights of stairs. Please contact me as soon as 
possible to volunteer (see contact information above). 
      A free pizza dinner will be provided for all volunteers. 
Throughout the evening volunteers will also receive free 
wine, beer, soda, and/or bottled water. Listed below are the 
jobs that need to be filled. Please contact FSGP as soon as 
possible to reserve a costume and get listed for free food 
and drinks.  
 

Set-Up Crew 
Happy Go-Lucky Irish Men and Women 

Non-Prophet (drinks monitor) 
Mirror Master/Mistress 
Costume Coordinator 

Misfortune Teller 
Easter Bunny 
Asstrologer 

Cat Woman 
Tooth Fairy 
Angel God 

Wizard 
Devil 
Sheik 

Break-Down Crew 
 

     Party plans include anti-superstition games and special 
music presented by disc jockey Gary Courtright . This will 
be Courtright’s third event with FSGP. His presentation 

includes a light show. His play list will consist of songs 
with a superstition/anti-superstition theme. 
     FSGP does not have a license to sell alcohol. Attendees 
who wish to drink should bring their own bottle.  
     Attendees are also encouraged to bring an umbrella for 
dancing inside and a photo of themselves for the “Who do 
voodoo — you do?” dart board game. We have added more 
celebrity portraits to the dart board this year. Penn and 
Teller, Julia Sweeney, and The Amazing Randi recently 
sent their photos to FSGP. 
      The FSGP Friday-the-Thirteenth Anti-Superstition 
Party is becoming well known nationally. FSGP has been 
asked to conduct a workshop on “How to host a successful 
Friday-the-Thirteenth Anti-Superstition Party” at the 
Amazing Meeting II (being held in Las Vegas January 13-
16, 2005). The 2004 party will be videotaped by FSGP 
member Drew Devitt for the upcoming workshop. A good 
volunteer crew is needed this year more than ever. Let’s set 
a high standard for emulation across the country! 
     FSGP’s Friday-the-Thirteenth Anti-Superstition Parties, 
and others held elsewhere, have attracted excellent media 
coverage. The event affords FSGP an opportunity to find 
new members and projects a positive public image, showing 
non-believers having lots of fun. FSGP is the only local 
group that offers such an event. One year, The City Paper 
selected FSGP’s Friday-the-thirteenth Anti-Superstition 
Party as one of the top ten weekend events to attend. Let’s 
get recognized for that honor again! Press releases will go 
out as soon as all volunteer jobs have been filled. 
     Last year, FSGP had to cancel a scheduled Friday-the-
Thirteenth Anti-Superstition Party due to lack of volunteers. 
Friendly media expressed disappointment and requested 
that we contact them again when the next party was 
planned.  
     As the president and “Futurist” of FSGP, I predict that 
you will not regret volunteering to participate in this event. 
It’s a very enjoyable occasion for all involved. 



     Atheism can be argued to be the 
default position for people — that is, 
we are atheists until we become 
socialized otherwise. However, since 
religion is ubiquitous throughout all 
cultures, it might also be said that 
atheism has to be reached one way or 
another.   
     For many, atheism is reached after 
great personal struggle with their 
religious background. The ideological 
layers that most people receive as children — when 
they are most susceptible due to the lack of developed 
critical thinking skills — take time, information, and 
thought to peel away. Due to this difficulty, most 
people end up remaining religious to some degree. 
Atheism is, for most, not only incomprehensible but 
often seems evil or somehow immoral even when it is 
comprehended.   
     However, some people don’t have to traverse the 
same religious-oriented psychological, emotional, and 
epistemological terrain in order to arrive at atheism.  
For better or for worse, I am one of those people.   
     The consequences of this are twofold. On the one 
hand, my thought processes and biases are not as 
strongly affected by religious ideologies. In this culture, 
where protestant Christianity is the dominant religious 
atmosphere, it means that I have never readily looked at 
the world in the sense of, for example, right and wrong 
in anything but a rational, logical, or philosophical way.  
This means that I understand how one can be ethical 
without relying on divine command. My worldview had 
to be, due to the lack of any particular religious 
ideology, thought out and rationalized. 
     On the other hand, I am not much of an inspiration 
for people who are in some part of the process of 
questioning their religious perspective. That is, I cannot 
share my experiences of my transformation to atheism 
in the same way as a former missionary, minister, etc 
can. It also means that I cannot sympathize as well with 
people who hold religious beliefs — they just seem 
silly and completely alien to me.   
     Thus, atheism is, for me, the conclusion of a life 
spent studying various religious and philosophical 
perspectives, having always been fascinated by people 
who live a life of faith.   
     This is not to say that I have a privileged epistemo-
logical perspective on the nature of the universe; I don’t 
have any better point of view than anyone else. That is, 

I cannot know whether or not there is 
some kind of thing we could call 
“God” than the next person. What I do 
have, however, is a comprehensive 
understanding of the development of 
theism as well as a complex 
metaphysical outlook that challenges 
the simplistic theologies that dominate 
the masses of theists.   
     I admit that there may be a 
completely transcendent being that 

exists. It would be the kind of being that we not only 
could never know directly, but we could also never 
hope to understand even if it could communicate some 
revelation. I am, despite this admitted lack of certainty, 
unwilling to hold faith in this type of being for complex 
philosophical reasons that are not fully relevant here.   
     This begs the question of what is relevant here; what 
is atheism for me in this culture, this political climate, 
this era of unwarranted religious fundamentalism? 
     Atheism is the position that denies the existence of 
God as defined by dominant religious ideologies. The 
plain fact is that most people are too unsophisticated to 
talk about theology in the way that I — as well as many 
other atheists — are able to. Thus the political front 
concerning the issues of the day must be a battle against 
the discrimination and ignorance derived from 
sophomoric notions of those that dominate the Christian 
Right as well as those who manipulate these masses. 
     The relationship between religion and politics in the 
United States is complex and wrapped up in public 
emotions. It is not the place for government to either 
endorse or denounce our position concerning religious 
ideology. We, as members of an active society of 
Freethinkers, generally understand this. Thus, we fight 
against discrimination against atheists as well as the 
lack of government neutrality in religious related 
program activities. 
     The problem is that those affiliated with theistic 
movements, particularly the Christian Right, do not 
understand this and they view our presence as a threat 
to their worldview. For some, this worldview is a 
Christian based society; for others, we are just trying to 
challenge the truth of Christianity’s intimate relation-
ship with our history and culture. However, I believe 
that for most people discrimination against atheists is 
just a reaction to being put in the position of being 
challenged on their religious belief systems, and want-
ing us to just go away.   

Thoughts on Atheism 
By Shaun P. McGonigal 



     I do not believe it is our place as a group to challenge 
these individuals’ beliefs directly; no matter how strong 
our personal desires to do so are. However, I believe we 
need to continue to fight for our place at the table in 
order to allow our perspective to be heard.   
     The simple fact is that most people don’t know much 
about atheism, and what they do know is often incorrect.  
For many who are not even practicing theists, atheism 
will seem somehow demonic, evil, or immoral. The 
confusion between Atheism and Satanism, for example, 
is both absurd and a major stumbling block to socio-
political understanding that could lead to our having a 
place at a table set with knives of discrimination to cut 
meals of fear on plates of ignorance.  
     We need to promote the motto of education more 
than anything now. Not so much the education of why 
we are right (once again, no matter how strong our 
personal desires for this are) but the education of why it 
is that we have as much of a right to — and a valid 
opinion in — the debate about religious issues in our 
culture. Too many people believe that we don’t have this 
validity, and are thus slow to honor our rights. 
     We cannot allow superstitious beliefs to continue to 
dominate the public sphere the way they have done for 
the vast majority of the world’s history. We have, in the 
USA, a nation based upon principles of religious 
freedom and neutrality that allow us to challenge theistic 
and religious worldviews. But this basis is now being 
challenged by various, primarily Christian, political 
fronts.   
     We have an enemy that is more effective than bombs, 
more elusive than terrorists, and (at least to atheists) 
scarier than hell. This enemy is a combination of fear, 
misinformation, and ignorance; they all manifest a 
defensive behavior at being challenged, the insistence of 
faith in superstitious beliefs, and a lack of understanding 
of those they oppose: us.   
     Their lack of willingness to open themselves to 
alternative views on the world in anything but a 
disingenuous manner is a testament to the potential for 
human foolishness. The irony is that this potential for 
weakness is often the source of the need to believe in 
something perfect, eternal, and loving to fill in the gaps 
of their strengths.   
     Thus, our job is to show theists that even without the 
belief in or guidance from a deity, humanity has the 
potential for justice, morality, love, strength, happiness, 
and even inspiration. Our lives should be the testament 
for such a perspective, and FSGP one such vehicle for its 
dissemination. We should be educating by example; if 
people need an inspirational role model for morality, 
lifestyle, etc, let them have one that, at least, actually 
exists.    

The New FSGP Forum 
     The newly created Freethought Society of Greater 
Philadelphia (FSGP) Forum is now active. The FSGP 
Forum replaces the FSGP Action Hot Line and the 
FSGP chat group. Please visit the FSGP Forum at the 
following website: 
 

www.fsgp.org/board 
 

     The FSGP Forum will be successful only if many 
people are participating. Please visit, register, and stay in 
touch. The FSGP Forum can also be reached through the 
FSGP website at: www.fspg.org. To access the FSGP 
Forum through the website, click on the word “Forum” 
in the upper left corner of the home page. 
     It’s very easy to register. Press the “Register” link 
(located at the right hand top of the home page); read the 
Registration Agreement and confirm age; fill in the 
blanks (make sure you write down your information for 
future reference; indicate your preferences (at the bottom 
of the page); and submit. FSGP will confirm your 
registration via e-mail.  
     On the FSGP Forum homepage you will find several 
interesting categories such as: 
 

Pearly Gates Humor 
General Chit Chat 

Anti-Discrimination Support Network Topic 
Press Releases 

Events 
Hot Topics 

 

     The FSGP Forum has the ability to distribute and 
send mass-e-mail announcements to registered 
participants. Please indicate that you want to begin 
receiving these alerts through the FSGP Forum. 
     If you have any suggestions or ideas on how FSGP 
can improve the Forum structure and services, please 
contact the FSGP Forum Manager, Patti Butcheck at: 
 

pbutche@pattibutche.com 
or 

Freethought_society_of_gp@hotmail.com 
 

     FSGP thanks Eric Kreig for providing the temporary 
chat group account as the FSGP Forum was developed. 
Thanks also to board member, Tom Vincent for his 
moderator skills on the chat group.  

 
 

Let’s 
stay 

connected! 



     Not long ago I gave a talk on the rational justification 
of my major views on religion to a monthly meeting of 
the Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia. 
     Tucked away in that talk were these remarks: "If God 
is to be an adequate object of characteristically religious 
devotion, of absolutely unqualified commitment, (a) He 
or she has got to be something that exists of necessity--
not merely contingently, the way people and rocks and 
chairs and galaxies exist — and (b) the reasons for 
believing that He exists must guarantee His existence, 
and not merely make it likely that He exists....No appeal 
to observable facts can guarantee the existence of a 
necessary being. Only some sort of Ontological 
Argument for the existence of God--deducing His 
existence, of logical necessity, from some unavoidable 
concept of deity — could do the job. I don't think that 
an Ontological Argument can be as easily refuted as 
most commentators do. I think that there is a 
deductively valid inference to the conclusion 'God 
exists' from unassailable premises." 
     I offer here the argument I had in mind, to challenge 
non-believers to an exercise in critical thinking. I first 
present this argument as a commentary on the 
arguments of St. Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109). 
Can you say, clearly and without question-begging, 
what if anything is wrong with this proof that there is a 
God? 
     I'm going to try to get to the heart of Anselm's 
arguments for the existence of God. I'll find that he 
presents two importantly different arguments — one in 
Chapter 2 and the other in the first half of Chapter 3 of 
his Proslogion. I'll try to show that these two arguments 
have exactly the same structure. And, further, I'll argue 
that they are both valid. 
     In both arguments, Anselm holds that the word God 
means that than which a greater cannot be thought (= 
ttwagcnbt). This captures what we mean by supreme 
being or most perfect being; his version of the concept is 
greatest conceivable being. 
     In Chapter 2, he distinguishes between "existence in 
the understanding" and "existence in reality". When he 
says that something exists in someone's understanding 
he simply means that that person has the concept of the 
thing. When he says that something exists in the 
understanding alone, he means that it doesn’t really 
exist, even though we have the concept of that thing. 
Because I know what the Loch Ness Monster is 
supposed to be, but don't think that it exists; I claim that 
the Loch Ness Monster exists in the understanding 

alone. Anselm holds that existence in the understanding 
and in reality is greater or more perfect than existence in 
the understanding alone. Roughly, this means that what 
actually exists is greater or more perfect than what does 
not actually exist: existence is a "good-making 
property", a property that improves its possessor, a 
property that it's better to have than not to have. An 
existent ship is "greater" than a non-existent one, an 
existent friend better than a non-existent one. 
     With these preliminaries, the argument proper 
proceeds thus: We do have the concept of God as 
ttwagcnbt. Suppose that ttwagcnbt does not actually 
exist (i.e., exists in the understanding alone). Then 
(because you could imagine that thing as actually 
existing) that than which a greater cannot be thought 
would be that than which a greater can be thought. But 
that’s impossible--that ttwagcnbt is not ttwagcnbt. So 
God must actually exist! 
     The logic of this is simple and valid. A contradiction 
is a statement that can't possibly be true. If some 
proposition P logically implies a contradiction, then P is 
necessarily false. That is, if the truth of P would 
guarantee that a contradiction was true, then P can't be 
true. The assumption that God doesn't exist implies that 
ttwagcnbt is not ttwagcnbt. So the assumption must be 
false, and God must exist. 
     Notice that this argument, if successful, would 
establish only that God shares with me the property of 
existence. That's O.K., of course; but someone might 
well feel that God's is a different kind of existence than 
mine--that it's not good enough, for religious purposes, 
for God to exist in the same sense that I do. The 
argument of the first paragraph of Chapter 3 is meant to 
prove not that God exists (that's already been done), but 
that His is a unique kind of existence. Here Anselm says 
not that what exists is greater than what does not, but 
that a thing whose non-existence is inconceivable is 
greater or more perfect than a thing whose non-
existence is conceivable. Here the good-making 
property is inconceivable non-existence, this being the 
property a thing has if it cannot be conceived not to 
exist. (You can, if you want, think of it as the property 
of necessary existence.) The core of the argument comes 
in sentences 3-5 of Chapter 3: if God’s non-existence is 
conceivable, then ttwagcnbt is not ttwagcnbt. This is 
impossible. So God's non-existence is inconceivable--
His existence is necessary. In this respect, of course, 
God’s existence differs from that of any natural thing, 
whose non-existence is always conceivable. Lots of 

What would it take to justify belief in God? 
by William A. Wisdom © 2004 



things have existence; but only God has inconceivable 
non-existence--necessary existence. 
     So each of the arguments has this structure: If God 
lacks property X, then ttwagcnbt is not ttwagcnbt. This 
is impossible. So God has property X. In Chapter 2, 
property X is existence. In Chapter 3, property X is 
inconceivable non-existence, or necessary existence. 
This sort of argument is obviously valid. Further, it 
seems legitimate enough to conceive of God as a thing 
than which a greater cannot be conceived--i.e., as the 
most perfect being possible. This seems the hard core of 
the conception of God in the major western (i.e., near-
eastern) religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 
So if there's something wrong with Anselm's arguments, 
it would take more analysis to show it. Can you do it —
calmly, clearly, and rationally? 
     I can abbreviate the argument somewhat. Grant, for 
the sake of argument, that there could be a God — that 
God's existence is not impossible: this just means that 
you're open-minded on the issue. Now by virtue of what 
you might call the "anti-idolatry clause" of the major 
western religions, God's existential status (His non-
existence or existence, as the case may be) is not 
contingent: whichever way it is, it has to be that way. 
By virtue of a minimally adequate conception of God, 
his existential status can't be like that of the Loch Ness 
monster (if He doesn't exist, for the non-existence of the 
Loch Ness monster is contingent) or like that of the 
Blarney Stone (if He does, for the existence of the 
Blarney Stone is contingent). So it's either impossible or 
necessary that God exists. Therefore it's necessary that 
God exists. (I hope you've been following closely 
enough to see why.) 
 

About the Author  
 

     William A. Wisdom received his doctorate in 
philosophy at Bryn Mawr College in 1966. He taught 
from 1964 until 1997 at Temple University, where he 
still occasionally teaches a graduate course in formal 
logic. He has co-authored a textbook on deductive logic, 
published a number of articles in professional 
philosophical journals, and given lectures here and 
abroad on a number of topics. In 1997, he gave an 
invited lecture on miracles at an International Skeptics' 
Conference in Spain.   
     Wisdom’s teaching and research interests have been 
primarily in formal logic, the theory of knowledge, the 
philosophy of science, the philosophy of religion, 
science and pseudoscience, and various figures in the 
history of philosophy — particularly Leibniz and 
Hume. He still reads and writes in philosophy. When 
not doing so, he plays his banjo while his wife fiddles.  
 

     The Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia 
(FSGP) meets on the first Tuesday of every month at 
7:00 PM at the Ludington Library (5 South Bryn 
Mawr Avenue, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 19010).  
     Meeting subjects vary from month to month. Some 
meetings involve preparing the newsletter for bulk rate 
mailing. Speaker and/or formal presentations are 
possible depending on the availability of guests.  
     William A. Wisdom has volunteered to act as the 
chairperson for the monthly meetings unless FSGP’s 
president is in need of assistance with work 
(newsletters, special events, mailers, etc.). Meeting 
topics will vary from month to month. 
     Call the FSGP office at (610) 793-2737 for meeting 
details which will usually be available one week prior to 
the first Tuesday. Please also call the office if weather is 
questionable.  
     After the meeting, people who want to do so get 
together to socialize in a restaurant. Tango restaurant, 
on the hill overlooking the Bryn Mawr train station, is 
the usual meeting place at 9:00 PM. 
     Please consider attending FSGP monthly meetings, 
that are scheduled on the following dates: 
 

July 6, 2004 
August2, 2004 

September 7, 2004 
October 5, 2004 

November 2, 2004 
NO MEETING IN DECEMBER 

January 4, 2005 
February 1, 2005 
March 1, 2005 
April 5, 23005 
May 3, 2005 
June 7, 2005 

 

Driving Directions from the Blue Route (Route 476): 
Take the Lancaster Avenue/US-30 exit. Go East toward 
St. Davids/Villanova (about 2 1/2 miles). Turn right 
onto South Bryn Mawr Ave. 
 

Train Information:  
Ludington Library is located very near the Bryn Mawr 
train station, which is served by the Route 5 line. 
 

     Car pooling is possible through FSGP. Please contact 
FSGP if you are in need of a ride. Office staff will make 
every attempt to connect interested members to each 
other in order to guarantee a large meeting attendance. 

FSGP Monthly Meeting 
Upcoming Schedule 



     In November 2003, Dr. Richard Dawkins took time from 
his scheduled United States (East Coast) book tour to deliver a 
speech at Swarthmore College. The Freethought Society of 
Greater Philadelphia (FSGP) and Swarthmore College were co-
hosts for the event.  
     This photo page of Dr. Dawkins’ trip is a tribute and  belated 
“thank you” to him and those who helped make the trip 
enjoyable. 
     Pictured left is NPR radio personality Marty Moss-Coane 
with Dr. Dawkins. He was her special guest on “Radio Times,” 
November 24th. The interview was videotaped and aired a few 
days later on WHYY public television. The radio interview can 
be heard at the NPR/WHYY archives at: 
 

 www.whyy.org/cgi-bin/newrtlookup.cgi  
 

     Pictured right are Roy Goodman, 
Margaret Downey, and Dr. Richard 
Dawkins. Goodman, the Assistant Librarian 
and Curator of Printed Materials at the 
American Philosophical Society, took Dr. 
Dawkins on a personal tour of the building 
and archives.  
     Pictured below left is Dr. Dawkins 
standing in front of a chalk board, displaying 
a humorous message from two Swarthmore 
College students who wanted to welcome Dr. 
Dawkins in a special way.    
     Below right are Margaret Downey, Dr. 
Richard Dawkins, and biology professor Dr. 
Amy Cheng-Vollmer at Swarthmore 
College. Downey welcomed the standing- 
room-only-crowd with an explanation of 
FSGP’s mission and statement of purpose. 
Dr. Vollmer introduced Dr. Dawkins. 
     Dr. Dawkins delivered an energetic 
speech, backed by an impressive 
PowerPoint® presentation. 



Welcome New 
Members/Subscribers 

Roberta Ackerman Barber                   Saratoga Springs, NY 
Thomas Bogart                                              Toms River, NJ 
Kelvin L. Kean                                                  Elverson, PA 
Janice Real                                                    Clayton, NJ 
Harold Stephens                                     Bayside, NY 
Niko Theris                                              Laguna Beach, CA 
William and Frances Wisdom                       Bryn Mawr, PA 

Renewals 
Robert and Kimberly Brown                          Bethlehem, PA 
Robert E. and Margaret Brown                       Holtwood, PA 
Patti Butcheck                                              Philadelphia, PA 
Timothy Conrad                                              Allentown, PA 
Ralph and Ruth Ernst                                          Berwyn, PA 
Gloria Fischer                                              Philadelphia, PA 
Sally E. Flynn                                             West Chester, PA 
Ric Hopkins                                                  Doylestown, PA 
John Glass and Alice Leitner-Glass                 Mickleton, NJ 
Jeffrey M. Ingersoll                                            Buffalo, NY 
Edward J. Lawless                                             Red Hill, PA 
Barry McGowan                        Truth or Consequences, NM 
Blaine C. McKusick                                     Wilmington, DE 
Tom Melchiorre                                                Norwood, PA 
Joseph F. Olszewski                                    Philadelphia, PA 
Alan B. Palmer                                             Wilmington, DE 
Janis and Tom Pellechio                              Doylestown, PA 
Ellen Peters                                                West Chester, PA 
Peter Roberts                                           Sherman Oaks, CA 
Bernard and Paula Shapiro                          Philadelphia, PA 
Andrew A. Sterk                                                 Berwyn, PA 
David S. Summers                                                    Erie, PA 
James A. Trick                                            Williamsport, PA 
Thomas R. Vincent                                         Greenville, DE 
Steven Weber                                          Mechanicsburg, PA 
Judith K. Zieve                               West Conshohocken, PA 

Donations 
     Robert M. Hodies donated $30 to help the Freethought 
Society of Greater Philadelphia (FSGP) with the purchasing 
of office supplies (paper, ink, stamps, etc.). 
     A $10 donation was sent by Peter Ott. Help at the office 
costs FSGP $10 an hour. Peter’s donation made it possible 
for FSGP to hire a student to help with the bulk-rate mailing 
of the newsletter. 
     Alan Palmer donated $80 in an effort to assist FSGP 
with paying for office help. Alan is famous for his 
appearance at the Godless Americans March on 
Washington dressed as Uncle Sam. Throughout the day, 
Alan held a sign that read, “Tax the churches!” 
     To help pay bills related to running the FSGP office, 
Janis and Tom Pellechio donated $25.  
     A $25 donation was received from Richard J. Sagall 
and Rosella Park Sagall. They are a busy couple, but they 
continue to stay very interested in the separation of church 
and state. 

     Roy Sorge donated $30 to FSGP and also sent a 
humorous video for use at an FSGP meeting. In that way, 
Roy can be a part of FSGP even though he lives in 
California. 
     A $30 donation was received from Dr. David S. 
Summers. The note he enclosed stated, “Often I wonder if 
George Soros is aware of the immediate and long-term 
value of Freethought for America’s image and for retraining 
a viable and successful democracy.” FSGP would not 
hesitate to solicit Soros for membership if anyone can 
provide contact information.  
     To assist FSGP with the many bills incurred by running 
an office, Carol and Charles Swinburn donated $75.  
     Ian Thomas sent a $30 donation earmarked for FSGP’s 
ongoing committee, The Anti-Discrimination Support 
Network (ADSN). In his letter, Ian said that the donation 
was intended to show his support for our cause. He also 
disclosed that he was in the process of starting a club called 
“Understanding Secularism” at Rollins College in Winter 
Park, Florida. According to Ian, the club’s mission is to, 
“give Atheism and agnosticism a better name, facilitate 
related discussions, foster activism for related causes, and 
service the community.” Ian received a copy of ADSN’s 
narrative collection and a big “thank you.” 
     Honorary FSGP Life Member, Roy Torcaso sent a $75 
donation with the following note: 
 

“Margaret, you are such a skillful and dynamic 
person. I delight in getting your newsletter with 
stories of your activities. You have such 
imagination and initiative about activities for your 
parties. I wish I could attend, but the distance is a 
bar. Since you have sent me the newsletter free 
for a long while, this donation salves my 
conscience a bit.” 
 

     Frank Trotta donated $10 to FSGP. His accompanying 
letter expressed interest in attending meetings and helping 
FSGP complete work related to running the group. FSGP is 
in need of enthusiastic volunteers such as Frank. Volunteer 
work can be done at home. Please contact FSGP if you have 
the same interest and passion for church/state separation as 
Frank.  
     A $20 donation was received from Mario Viglione . 
FSGP looks forward to seeing Mario at future FSGP events.       
     Saying that he hoped his donation would help pay for 
more office assistance, Peter Warnick donated $55. Peter 
is a resident of Niwot, Colorado, but keeps in touch via e-
mail. He has submitted many valuable suggestions to 
improve FSGP. His membership is very much appreciated. 
     FSGP thanks the following people who donated to the 
March 2004 “Restore the Pledge” placard project: 
 

Leonard and Rena Amada                                             $50 
Seymor G. Blitzer                                                           $30 
Charles J. Connor                                                           $10 
Beatrice Ernst                                                                 $10 
Joseph Hackett                                                                $30 
Janis and Tom Pellechio                                                $40 



The Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia (FSGP) is a chapter of the Freedom From Religion Foundation and is a 
member of the Atheist Alliance International. FSGP members are committed to the advancement of freethought and issues of 
state/church separation. Members of FSGP receive benefits such as a quarterly newsletter, discounts on Freethought books and 
literature, and FSGP other communications. Please join FSGP today.  
I want to: 
(  ) become a local member of (or renew my membership in) FSGP (includes newsletter subscription): $20 individual  
      chapter membership, $25 family membership or $15 student membership. Please make checks payable to FSGP. 
(  ) join the Freedom From Religion Foundation: $40 individual membership or $45 family membership. Please make checks     
      payable to the Freedom From Religion Foundation. 
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(  ) Check here if you want your membership to be anonymous. 
 
Please provide your e-mail address to enable FSGP to keep in touch: ______________________________________________ 
 
Our policy is to give interested readers a free newsletter to decide whether or not FSGP is for them. Please provide mailing 
address information to us regarding people who might be interested.  
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Clip and mail to: Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia, P.O. Box 242, Pocopson, PA 19366-0242 
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P.O. Box 242 
Pocopson, PA  19366-0242     
                                                                            
Check your mailing label 
for subscription information. 
Please renew if “Until 5-04” or  
“Until 6-04” appears on your label. 
 
 
Special Quote 
“If monotheism is an improvement 
over polytheism, then what is the 
next logical improvement?” 
 
 
Dan Barker, born June 25, 1949. 
Barker is the Public Relations Director 
for the Freedom From Religion Foundation 
(FFRF). A former minister and evangelist, 
Barker became a Freethinker in 1983. His books, 
Just Pretend: A Freethought Book for Children 
and Losing Faith in Faith: From Preacher 
to Atheist, are published by FFRF.  
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