
Freethought Society of 
Greater Philadelphia member 
Rosalyn Wealth recently ar-
ranged for me to speak at the 
Thomas Paine Unitarian Uni-
versalist Fellowship in Eagle-
ville, Pennsylvania. In recog-
nition of the January 27, 1737 
birth date of  Thomas Paine, 
the speech I delivered to the 
Fellowship is reprinted be-
low: 
 
     Ten years ago, I spoke at 
this fellowship about the im-
portance of promoting the leg-
acy of Thomas Paine. At that 
time, I asked for help in desig-
nating a Thomas Paine Day in 
as many cities in Pennsyl-
vania as possible. I am happy 
to report that a Thomas Paine 
Day is now officially recognized in York, Lancaster and 
Philadelphia.  
     I have also been able to promote a Thomas Paine 
Day in Cherry Hill, New Jersey; Garden Grove, Califor-
nia; Bordentown, New Jersey and New Rochelle, New 
York.  
     I would be happy to supply color reproductions of 
proclamations and resolutions, should your fellowship 
like the idea of displaying a collection here. 
     Please let me know if you would like a copy of any 
proclamations or resolutions concerning Thomas Paine 
Days of those cities. Framed Thomas Paine Day procla-
mations and resolutions would look very nice in your 
lobby.  
     In 1999 this fellowship hosted my friend, Hans Pe-
tersen, when he presented his one-man show portraying 
Thomas Paine. It was a huge success, and some of you 
might remember attending the event. At that time, I pre-
sented the idea of placing a Thomas Paine monument in 
the city of Philadelphia.  
     The Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia had 
commissioned sculptor Joe Dougherty to create a 
monument that would highlight Thomas Paine quota-
tions and the books he wrote during his lifetime. 
     Mr. Dougherty and the Freethought Society of 
Greater Philadelphia’s Thomas Paine Memorial Com-

mittee tried for three years to 
secure financial support and to 
find a place to build the monu-
ment. I am sorry to report that 
we are no closer to our goals 
today than we were in 1999. 
     As disappointing as that is, 
I have been busy with other 
projects and have made some 
headway.  
     In 2001 I worked with C-
SPAN to produce a ten-hour 
series about Thomas Paine. C-
SPAN’s “Great Writers Se-
ries” took six months to coor-
dinate and, believe me, it was a 
well-done production. I believe 
that the ten-hour video is still 
available through the C-SPAN 
website. I would highly recom-
mend that your library keep a 
copy of the series as a testi-

mony to the honor you have bestowed to Thomas Paine 
by naming your fellowship after him. 
     Since 1993 I have been presenting a children’s pro-
gram called “Honoring the Life and Work of Thomas 
Paine” to schools, youth camps, and conferences. The 
presentation is best used for sixth graders, and I even 
dress in a colonial costume, which the children espe-
cially enjoy.  
     I have an interactive portion in that presentation that 
allows me to give children gifts. I give the children co-
lonial currency when they answer questions about the 
Revolutionary War, presidents, and other historical 
facts. 
     I was pleased to see that this fellowship has a nice 
group of children, and I hope you will invite me back to 
give my Thomas Paine presentation to them. 
     A few years ago, I put my children’s program into 
the form of a coloring book. The book has been re-
viewed and approved by many historians and Thomas 
Paine enthusiasts. With endorsements from highly-
respected people, I am ready to go to print. There are 
only two problems: I need an illustrator and a publisher. 
     Today, I am hoping that one of you may be an illus-
trator, or know of one that would be interested in work-
ing with me. The coloring book description is available 
for anyone interested in seeing it. 
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     Two more Thomas Paine projects are moving along 
slowly. We want to see a school named after Thomas 
Paine somewhere in Philadelphia. It is fitting that the city 
where Thomas Paine lived and where Common Sense 
was published should have a school named after this 
great patriot.   
     As you may already know, Common Sense was the 
inspirational pamphlet written by Thomas Paine, and his 
words spurred the colonists to take action against the 
British powers. In essence, the publication of Common 
Sense marked the grassroots beginning of the Revolu-
tionary War by inspiring colonial patriotism. 
     There are only three public schools named after Tho-
mas Paine. I have spoken at the Thomas Paine Elemen-
tary School in Garden Grove, California, and I am plan-
ning to speak at the Thomas Paine Elementary School in 
Champaign, Illinois very soon. 
     The Thomas Paine Elementary School in Cherry Hill, 
New Jersey has hosted me many times, and children from 
the school have participated in some of our Center City 
events and the C-SPAN series. But there really should be 
a Thomas Paine Elementary School in Philadelphia. I 
hope to inspire some of you today to help make that pos-
sible.  
     Letters to the Superintendent of Schools from other 
citizens in support of the project would be helpful. The 
more support we can garner, the more likely it is that a 
school will be named after Thomas Paine soon.  
     Some of you know that Thomas Paine was not just a 
writer. He was also a designer and inventor. Thomas 
Paine invented a single-span iron bridge to span the 
Schuylkill River. He actually took a three-foot model of 
the bridge to Benjamin Franklin and asked Franklin to 
stand on it to test its strength. It passed the test, and 
Franklin highly endorsed Thomas Paine’s invention. 
     But the bridge was never built. Instead, Thomas Paine 
received a patent from England and returned to his home-
land to build his bridge.  
     During the bridge’s construction in England, Thomas 
Paine continued his writing. Like Common Sense, the 
publication of The Rights of Man stirred another revolu-
tion.  
     Thomas Paine had to flee England, and narrowly es-
caped being captured by King George III’s soldiers, who 
had orders to arrest Thomas Paine for sedition. Thomas 
Paine fled to France where he was greeted by crowds of 
cheering people. The French, much like the colonists in 
America, had been inspired by the words of Thomas 
Paine to free themselves from the constraints of an aristo-
cratic monarchy.   
     That gaiety and warm welcome was short-lived. 
When Thomas Paine disagreed with French Revolution-

ists about killing the royal family, he was thrown into the 
Bastille and left for dead. 
     After nine months of illness and horrible prison condi-
tions, Thomas Paine returned to America. When he re-
turned, he found that most of his former friends, 
neighbors and associates shunned him, demonized him, 
and disrespected him. This was a direct result of his writ-
ing The Age of Reason.  
     In that book, Thomas Paine criticizes the Bible, men 
of the cloth and organized religion. The Age of Reason 
happens to be my favorite Thomas Paine book, and I 
credit the words in that book for making me question au-
thority, reject superstitious nonsense and declare my free-
dom of thought and my duty to conscience.  
     Thomas Paine will never see his bridge idea come to 
fruition. But we can do something about that.  
     The Thomas Paine Memorial Committee is trying to 
name a bridge after Thomas Paine. There is one possible 
method for getting this done. I recently spoke to Penn 
DOT’s Bridge Unit and discussed the possibility of re-
naming what are commonly known as the Twin Bridges 
located at Highway 76 and Route 1.  
     Since the Twin Bridges are not officially named, there 
is a possibility that a committee can convince the state to 
name at least one of the bridges after Thomas Paine. And 
while we are at it, maybe the second bridge at that loca-
tion could be named the Common Sense Bridge.  
     As you can well imagine, a project to name a bridge 
involves a lot of work, organization and effort. I can’t do 
it alone, and the small Thomas Paine Memorial Commit-
tee created by the Freethought Society of Greater Phila-
delphia  can’t do it alone, either. We need more volun-
teers, and that is why I am here today. If you are inter-
ested in helping with the bridge naming project, please 
contact me for participation information. 
      I am passing around a basket filled with copies of a 
chalk drawing of Thomas Paine. Please take a portrait 
home as my gift to you. The drawing was created by a 
prisoner who is currently incarcerated for committing a 
crime for which he is regretful.  
     During his incarceration, the prisoner read Thomas 
Paine’s books. The chalk portrait of Thomas Paine was 
done to honor the life of his hero. Behind bars, it was the 
only thing that the prisoner could do to honor him.  
     But we, here in this room, are free to do much more to 
honor Thomas Paine. Unlike a prisoner, we are free to 
exercise our right to petition our politicians, speak to au-
thorities and to express ourselves.  
     Let’s draw from our advantages in society and, like 
Thomas Paine, celebrate our right to think freely; to live 
a fulfilled and productive life; and to leave a legacy that 
will make life better for future generations.    



Bridge Name Suggestions 
 
     Please accept this form as evidence that I support the efforts of The Thomas Paine Pennsylvania Memorial 
Committee (a committee of the Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia) to name two bridges in honor of 
the great patriot Thomas Paine. 
     I am participating in this effort because I appreciate the contributions Thomas Paine made toward the 
formation of the United States of America. Naming a public school after Thomas Paine will no doubt inspire 
students and their families to read his literary works and learn more about how Paine ignited the fervor that 
resulted in our Revolutionary War. It is fitting that Thomas Paine be acknowledged through the naming of a 
bridge in that he obtained a patent for his single span bridge design between 1783—1785.  
     Please consider the official naming of the bridges that are commonly known as the Twin Bridges located at 
Highway 76 and Route 1 as “The Thomas Paine Commemorative Bridge” and “The Bridge of Common Sense.” 
     Thank you for your consideration. 

 
Name/Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Phone: _________________________________ Email:____________________________________________ 

Public School Name Suggestion 
 
     Please accept this form as evidence that I support the efforts of The Thomas Paine Pennsylvania Memorial 
Committee (a committee of the Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia) to name a public school in 
Philadelphia to honor the legacy of the great patriot Thomas Paine. 
     I am participating in this effort because I appreciate the contributions Thomas Paine made toward the 
formation of the United States of America. Naming a public school after Thomas Paine will no doubt inspire 
students and their families to read his literary works and learn more about how Paine ignited the fervor that 
resulted in our Revolutionary War.  
     It is fitting that Thomas Paine be acknowledged through the naming of a public school in that he was one of 
the first to advocate a public education school system.   
     Please consider the official naming of a public school.  
     Thank you for your consideration. 

 
Name/Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Phone: _________________________________ Email:____________________________________________ 



Supporter of: 
The Thomas Paine Pennsylvania Memorial Committee 
P.O. Box 242 
Pocopson, PA  19366 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

School District of Philadelphia 
440 North Broad Street  

 Philadelphia, PA  19130 
 

 

 
Supporter of: 
The Thomas Paine Pennsylvania Memorial Committee 
P.O. Box 242 
Pocopson, PA  19366 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Honorable Governor Edward G. Rendell 

225 Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120  
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